
Chapter 165  

Fire Prevention  
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Sauk City as Chs. 15.05, 15.06 and 15.07 of 

the 1970 Code. Amendments noted where applicable.]  

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Fire Department — See Ch. 27, Art. I. 

Brush, grass and weeds — See Ch. 109. 

Building construction — See Ch. 115. 

Open burning — See Ch. 120. 

Electrical standards — See Ch. 153. 

Fireworks — See Ch. 170. 

Nuisances — See Ch. 224. 

 

Article I  

Gas Code  

§ 165-1 Installation standards.  

[Amended 6-13-2006 by Ord. No. 2006-4]  

All gas piping equipment and appliances for the conveyance and use of natural or artificial gas shall be 

installed to conform with generally accepted good practice. The standards of Ch. Comm 40, Wis. Adm. 

Code, while not exclusive, shall be deemed to be generally accepted good practice. 

§ 165-2 Piping equipment and appliances.  

A. All gas-consuming appliances installed shall be equipped with an effective draft diverter, shall be 

properly vented to a suitable flue, and shall be inspected to determine that no products of combustion 

escape into any room, except that gas refrigerators, gas mangles, gas laundry dryers, domestic gas 

ranges bearing approval of the American Gas Association (AGA) and other appliances, the total 

consumption of which is less than 5,000 Btu per hour, need not have draft diverters or be vented to 

flues.  

B. Piping shall be of a size and so installed as to provide a supply of gas sufficient to meet the maximum 

demand of all appliances served by that piping without undue loss of pressure between the meter and 

appliance or appliances. The AGA table shall apply where pertinent.  

C. All piping, equipment and appliances shall be tested for tightness before being used, either by a meter 

turn-on test or an air-pressure test as follows: 

(1) Meter turn-on test. All gas outlets shall be closed and gas shall be turned into the system and the hand 

on the test dial of the meter carefully watched to ascertain that no gas is passing through the meters. 

This test shall be applied for a reasonable length of time, but in no case for less than 15 minutes.  



(2) Air-pressure test. Air pressure of not less than three pounds per square inch above the atmospheric 

pressure shall be applied to the system for a period of not less than 10 minutes. In case of concealed 

piping, the air pressure test must be used, with pressure at not less than six pounds per square inch above 

atmospheric pressure.  

(3) Standard full weight wrought iron or steel pipe, free from defects, shall be used in conveying gas from 

meter to appliances, except that approved seamless, well-annealed, nonferrous tubing with approved 

fittings may be used for permanent connections of small stationary appliances such as radiant fires 

installed in fireplaces, etc. All fittings for wrought iron or steel pipe, except stop cocks or valves, shall 

be of best quality malleable iron. Threads shall be in accordance with the American Pipe Thread 

Standard.  

§ 165-3 Prohibited equipment.  

A. Rubber hose connections or fittings arranged for rubber hose connection for gas space heaters or similar 

appliances shall not be permitted.  

B. Concealed unions or bushings of any type will not be permitted.  

Article II  

Flammable Liquids Code  

§ 165-4 State code adopted.  

The Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter Comm 10 (Flammable and Combustible Liquids), issued by 

the Department of Commerce of Wisconsin, is adopted by reference as a part of this article, and it shall be 

the duty of the Building Inspector to enforce the provisions thereof. 

Article III  

Downtown Business Fire District  

§ 165-5 District designated.  

[Amended 6-13-2006 by Ord. No. 2006-4]  

All that part of the Village included within the following described territory shall be known as the 

"Downtown Business Fire District": Blocks 12, 13, 24, 25, 26, 27, 40, 42 and 43, Original Plat, and Lots 1 to 

6, inclusive, Block 28 and Lots 1 to 6, inclusive, Block 14, Original Plat. 

§ 165-6 Definitions.  

The terms "fire-resistive construction," "mill construction," "ordinary construction," "frame construction" and 

"fire-retardant roof coverings" have the meaning as defined in Ch. Comm 75, Wis. Adm. Code. 

§ 165-7 Construction requirements.  

A. Requirements. Every building hereafter erected, enlarged, or moved within or into the fire district shall 

be of fire-resistive, mill or ordinary construction, except as otherwise provided by this article. Enclosing 

walls, division walls and party walls shall be of a construction as provided in Ch. Comm 75, Wis. Adm. 

Code, which is by reference made a part of this article with respect to all buildings and structures within 

the fire district. [Amended 6-13-2006 by Ord. No. 2006-4]  

B. Exceptions. No building of frame construction shall be constructed within or moved within or into the 

fire district except the following: 



(1) Buildings occupied as a private garage, not more than one story in height nor more than 750 square feet 

in area, located on the same lot with a dwelling, provided that any such building shall be placed at least 

eight feet from the lot lines of adjoining property.  

(2) Buildings of frame construction, except when used for a high-hazard occupancy, not exceeding 2,500 

square feet in area when used for a business occupancy or 1,000 square feet in area when used for other 

occupancies with separation of not less than 10 feet on all sides. Walls having a horizontal separation of 

less than 10 feet shall have a fire-resistance rating of not less than one hour.  

(3) Greenhouses not more than 15 feet in height.  

(4) Builders' shanties for use only in connection with a duly authorized building operation.  

§ 165-8 Storage of flammable liquids.  

The storage of Class I and Class II flammable liquids, as defined in Ch. Comm 10, Wis. Adm. Code, in 

aboveground tanks outside of buildings is prohibited within the fire district. 

§ 165-9 Removal of old or damaged buildings.  

Any existing building of frame construction within the fire limits which may hereafter be damaged by fire, or 

which has deteriorated to an amount greater than 1/2 of its value exclusive of the foundation as determined 

by the Village Assessor, shall not be repaired or rebuilt but shall be ordered removed by the Building 

Inspector under the provisions of § 66.0413, Wis. Stats. 

§ 165-10 Fire-retardant roofing.  

A. Every roof hereafter constructed within the fire district, including buildings listed in § 165-7B, shall be 

covered with a roofing having a fire-resistive rating equivalent to Class "B" or better of the 

Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc., classification in its List of Inspected Materials, which is adopted by 

reference and incorporated in this section as if fully set forth in this section.  

B. No roofing on an existing roof shall be renewed or repaired to a greater extent than 1/10 of the roof 

surface, except in conformity with the requirements of Subsection A of this section.  

§ 165-11 Enforcement.  

The Fire Inspector or other designated person is authorized, and it shall be his duty, to enforce the provisions 

of this article. 

Article IV  

General Regulations  

[Added 6-13-2006 by Ord. No. 2006-4]  

§ 165-12 Adoption of state code.  

The Wisconsin Administrative Code, Chapter Comm 14 (Fire Prevention), issued by the Department of 

Commerce, is adopted by reference as a part of this article. 

Article V  

Emergency Key Box and Hazardous Materials Information  

[Added 2-14-2012 by Ord. No. 2012-2]  



§ 165-13 Intent; requirements; hazardous materials inventory; penalties.  

A. Intent and purpose. It is hereby declared the intent of the Village Board, through the enactment of this 

section, to establish requirements for the installation of a Fire Department emergency key box and/or an 

accessible on-site inventory of hazardous materials at properties within the Village limits for purposes 

of rapid entry for fire-fighting or rescue activities when life or property is threatened. The purpose of the 

emergency key box is to allow Fire Department personnel to gain access to specified buildings at times 

when the buildings are not occupied or when an occupant is unable to provide ingress. The purpose of 

the hazardous materials inventory (HMI) is to provide accurate reference materials for rescue and fire-

fighting personnel prior to the entry of a structure so as to prepare themselves for entry into potentially 

hazardous environments during emergency responses. The KNOX-BOX® Rapid Entry System is 

designated as the type of lock box system to be implemented within the Village of Sauk City.  

B. Fire Department emergency key box required. [Amended 3-12-2019 by Ord. No. 2019-2]  

(1) Applicability. With the exception of one- and two-family dwellings, the following properties shall be 

required to install a Fire Department emergency key box: 

(a) Any businesses, public or commercial buildings in excess of 5,000 square feet;  

(b) Any multiple-family dwelling where access to interior units is through a common secured entrance;  

(c) Any industrial facilities;  

(d) Any residential care facilities;  

(e) Any building or structure within the Fire Department's jurisdiction protected by an automatic fire alarm 

or fire sprinkler/suppression system;  

(f) Any building where the Fire Chief or his/her designee determines that the lack of access may result in 

loss of life or extensive property damage, based on factors, including, but not limited to, fire load, 

occupant load, exposures, building construction, age of building, or storage of hazardous materials;  

(g) Condominium complexes where the Fire Chief or his/her designee determines that the lack of access 

may result in loss of life or extensive property damage, based on factors, including, but not limited to, 

fire load, occupant load, exposures, or building construction; or  

(h) All properties having security gates or devises which limit access to the building or property.  

(2) Installation and maintenance. The KNOX-BOX® Rapid Entry System box (access box) installation shall 

be in accordance with the following criteria: 

(a) The access box shall be at or near the main entrance or such other location as approved by the Fire Chief 

or his or her designee prior to installation.  

(b) The access box shall be located at a height of not less than four feet and not more than six feet above 

final grade.  

(c) The owner(s) of the property shall keep keys, key cards, or codes in the access box that will allow 



access to the building and all locked or secured areas within the building.  

(d) All newly constructed or remodeled structures subject to this subsection shall have the access box 

installed and operational prior to the issuance of the occupancy permit by the building inspector.  

(e) It is up to the property owner(s) of the building to notify the Fire Department of updated or added keys 

for the facility. It is the responsibility of the building owner(s) to keep the area around the access box 

clear of obstructions, including, but not limited to, vegetation, paint, or clutter.  

C. Hazardous materials inventory list. 

(1) Applicability. With the exception of one- and two-family dwellings, the following properties shall be 

required to maintain a hazardous materials inventory: 

(a) All buildings required to have and maintain one or more material safety data sheets (MSDS) by the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Standard 29 CFR 1910.1200; or  

(b) Any building as directed by the Fire Chief.  

(2) Contents and location. The hazardous materials inventory shall include an alphabetical list of hazardous 

materials, their location, and the approximate quantity on site. The owner of any building required to 

have a HMI shall maintain one in a location and cabinet approved by the Fire Chief or his/her 

representative. The cabinet shall also include material safety data sheets (MSDS) of all chemicals 

located on the premises, in alphabetical order.  

D. Compliance. Owners of all existing buildings to which this section applies shall comply with the 

requirements of this section within 36 months of the effective date. All newly constructed buildings or 

buildings under construction shall comply immediately.  

E. Penalties. Any building owner violating any provision of this section after receiving a notice of 

noncompliance from the Fire Chief shall be subject to a fine as stated in the schedule of fees each day of 

noncompliance.  

 


