Chapter 324
Water

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Sauk City as Chs. 8.06 and 13.13 to 13.15
of the 1970 Code. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES
Building construction — See Ch. 1185.
Plumbing standards — See Ch. 245.

Sewers — See Ch. 265.
Street excavations — See Ch. 281.

Land division — See Ch. 350.

Article I
Emergency Water Rationing

§ 324-1 Declaration of emergency.
Whenever conditions exist which affect the availability of water so as to endanger the health, safety, and

welfare of the persons and property within the Village, the Village Administrator, after consultation with the
Public Works and Utility Director, shall by appropriate public media declare the beginning of a water
emergency and the application of emergency water regulations, which regulations shall remain in force and
effect until lifted by the Village Administrator. For the purposes of this article, a water emergency shall exist
whenever the Water Utility is unable to provide sufficient water to meet the normal usage needs of the
municipality and its citizens due to drought, mechanical failure, or other like kind of conditions.

§ 324-2 Restrictions.
Emergency water regulations mean there shall be no water usage for swimming pools, birdbaths, fountains,

ponds, car washing, lawns and gardens except as hereinafter provided.

§ 324-3 Agricultural and commercial uses.
Irrigation and/or usage for agricultural or commercial uses, such as, but not limited to, strawberry patches,

tree farms, and vegetable plots, shall be allowed for those persons or entities who or which have obtained a
permit from the Village Board. This section shall not be applicable to personal use gardens. Upon receipt of
the application the Village Board shall consider the same at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The
application for a permit shall contain the following information:

A. The name and address of the applicant.
B. A description of the site location for the proposed irrigation.
C. The requested times and days for such irrigation.

D. A brief statement setting forth the applicant's need for the requested hours of irrigation, an estimate of
the amount of water usage on a per-hour basis, and the type of irrigation method to be employed.



E. Such other information as may be required by the Village Board as necessary to determine and provide
for the adequate conservation of the water resources of the Village.

§ 324-4 Exceptions.
Birdbaths, ponds, fountains, and swimming pools, all of which do not exceed 20 gallons in capacity, and

pools located in school buildings are excepted from these regulations.

§ 324-5 Public notice.
The Village Administrator shall disseminate as fully as possible, including news bulletins to local radio and

television stations, news bulletins to local newspapers, and by other appropriate means, any statement that a
water emergency exists and shall set forth the restrictions regulating water usage.

§ 324-6 Violations and penalties.
Any person who shall violate any provision of this article shall be subject to a penalty as provided in Chapter

1, § 1-12 of this Code.

Article 11
Cross-Connections

§ 324-7 Authority.
Chapters NR 811 and Comm 81 to 87 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code require protection of the public

water system from contaminants due to backflow of contaminants through the water service connection, and
the Wisconsin Departments of Natural Resources and Commerce require the maintenance of a continuing
program of cross-connection control which will systematically and effectively prevent the contamination of
all potable water systems.

§ 324-8 Definitions.
In this article the following definitions apply:

CROSS-CONNECTION
Any physical connection or arrangement between two otherwise separate systems, one of which
contains potable water from the Village of Sauk City water system and the other water from a private
source, water of unknown or questionable safety, or steam, gases, or chemicals, whereby there may be a
flow from one system to the other, the direction of flow depending on the pressure differential between
the two systems.

§ 324-9 Prohibited acts.
No person, firm or corporation shall establish or permit to be established or maintain or permit to be

maintained any cross-connection. No interconnection shall be established whereby potable water from a
private, auxiliary or emergency water supply, other than the regular public water supply of the Village of
Sauk City, may enter the supply or distribution system of said municipality, unless such private, auxiliary or
emergency water supply and the method of connection and use of such supply shall have been approved by
the Village of Sauk City Water Utility and by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in accordance
with Ch. NR 811, Wis. Adm. Code.

§ 324-10 Inspections.
That it shall be the duty of the Village of Sauk City Water Utility to cause inspections to be made of all

properties served by the public water system where cross-connection with the public water system is deemed
possible. The frequency of inspections and reinspections based on potential health hazards involved shall be
as established by the Village of Sauk City Water Utility and as approved by the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.



§ 324-11 Right of entry.
Upon presentation of credentials, the representative of the Village of Sauk City Water Utility shall have the

right to request entry at any reasonable time to examine any property served by a connection to the public
water system of the Village of Sauk City for cross-connections. If entry is refused, such representative shall
obtain a special inspection warrant under § 66.0119, Wis. Stats. On request, the owner, lessee or occupant of
any property so served shall furnish to the inspection agency any pertinent information regarding the piping
system or systems on such property.

§ 324-12 Discontinuance of water service.
The Village of Sauk City Water Utility is hereby authorized and directed to discontinue water service to any

property wherein any connection in violation of this article exists and to take such other precautionary
measures deemed necessary to eliminate any danger of contamination of the public water system. Water
service shall be discontinued only after reasonable notice and opportunity for hearing under Ch. 68, Wis.
Stats., except as provided in § 324-13. Water service to such property shall not be restored until the cross-
connection(s) has been eliminated in compliance with the provisions of this article.

§ 324-13 Emergencies.
If it is determined by the Village of Sauk City Water Utility that a cross-connection or an emergency

endangers public health, safety or welfare and requires immediate action, and a written finding to that effect
is filed with the Administrator of the Village of Sauk City and delivered to the customer's premises, service
may be immediately discontinued. The customer shall have an opportunity for hearing under Ch. 68, Wis.
Stats., within 10 days of such emergency discontinuance.

§ 324-14 Plumbing Codes.
This article does not supersede the State Plumbing Code and Village of Sauk City Plumbing Code but is

supplementary to them.

Article 11
Abandoned Wells

§ 324-15 Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to prevent unused or improperly constructed wells from serving as a passage for

contaminated surface or near-surface waters or other materials to reach the usable groundwater.

§ 324-16 Applicability.

All private wells located on any premises which are served by the public water system for the Village of
Sauk City shall be properly filled by December 31, 1986. Only those wells for which a well operation permit
has been granted by the Village Administrator may be exempted from this requirement, subject to the
conditions of maintenance and operation.

§ 324-17 Well operation permits.
A permit may be granted to a well owner to operate a well for a period not to exceed one year if the

following requirements are met. Application shall be made on forms provided by the Village Administrator.

A. The well and pump installation meet the requirements of Ch. NR 812, Wis. Adm. Code, and a well
constructor's report is on file with the Department of Natural Resources or certification of the
acceptability of the well has been granted by the Private Water Supply Section of the Department of
Natural Resources.

B. The well has a history of producing safe water and presently produces bacteriologically safe water as
evidenced by three samplings two weeks apart.



C. The proposed use of the well can be justified as being necessary in addition to water provided by the
public water system.

D. No physical connection shall exist between the piping of the public water system and the private well.

§ 324-18 Method of abandonment.
Wells to be abandoned shall be filled according to the procedures outlined in Ch. NR 812, Wis. Adm. Code.

The pump and piping must be removed and the well checked for obstructions prior to plugging. Any
obstruction or liner must be removed.

§ 324-19 Report and inspection.
A well abandonment report must be submitted by the well owner to the Department of Natural Resources on

forms provided by the Department (available at the office of the Village Administrator). The report shall be
submitted immediately upon completion of the filling of the well. The filling must be observed by a
representative of this municipality.

§ 324-20 Violations and penalties.
Any person, firm or other well owner violating any provision of this article shall upon conviction be subject

to a penalty as provided in Chapter 1, § 1-12 of this Code. Each twenty-four-hour period during which a
violation exists shall be deemed and constitute a separate offense.

Article IV
Wellhead Protection

§ 324-21 Title.
This article shall be known, cited and referred to as the "Wellhead Protection Ordinance" (hereafter "this

article").

§ 324-22 Purpose and authority.

A. The residents of the Village of Sauk City depend on groundwater for a safe drinking water supply.
Certain land use practices and activities can seriously threaten or degrade groundwater quality. The
purpose of this article is to institute land use regulations and restrictions to protect the Village municipal
water supply and well fields and to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of the residents
of the Village.

B. These regulations are established pursuant to the statutory authority granted to villages by the Wisconsin
Legislature in §§ 61.35 and 62.23(7)(a) and (c), Wis. Stats. Under these statutes, the Village has the
authority to enact this article to encourage the protection of groundwater resources.

§ 324-23 Applicability.
The regulations specified in this article shall apply within the Village boundary limits.

§ 324-24 Prohibited acts.
It shall be unlawful to construct or use any structure, land or water in violation of this article.

§ 324-25 Wellhead protection area.
The area to be protected as the wellhead protection area is the area identified in the map in Appendix E of the

Village of Sauk City's Wellhead Protection Plan, which encompasses the area that lies within the five-year
time of travel area for each Village well.

§ 324-26 Permitted uses.
Subject to the exemptions and waivers listed in § 324-29, the following are the only permitted new uses



within the wellhead protection area. Uses not listed are to be considered nonpermitted uses.

A.

C.
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)
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4
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Public open space, including parks, playgrounds, wildlife areas, and nonmotorized trails, such as biking,
skiing, nature and fitness trails, provided that there are no on-site waste disposal or fuel storage tank
facilities associated with this use.

Municipally sewered residential development, free of flammable and combustible liquid underground
storage tanks.

Municipally sewered business development zoned B-H, B-C or B-N, except for the following uses:
Aboveground storage tanks.

Asbestos product sales.

Automotive service and repair garages and body shops.

Blueprinting and photocopying services.

Car washes.

Equipment repair services.

Laundromats and diaper services.

Dry cleaning.

Gas stations.

(10) Holding ponds or lagoons.

(11) Infiltration ponds.

(12) Nurseries and lawn and garden supply stores.

(13) Small engine repair services.

(14) Underground storage tanks.

(15) Private wells, production wells, injection wells or other nonmunicipal wells.

(16) Any other use determined by the Village Zoning Administrator to be similar in nature to the above-

listed items.

(17) Agricultural uses in accordance with the County Soil Conservation Department's best management

practices guidelines.

§ 324-27 Separation distances.
The separation distances specified in § NR 811.16(4)(d), Wis. Adm. Code, as may be amended from time to



time, shall be maintained and shall not be exempted as listed in § 324-29.

§ 324-28 Existing facilities.

A.

(1)

)

)

“4)

Existing facilities shall provide to the Village copies of all:

Facility operation approvals or certificates issued by federal, state and local regulatory agencies within
60 days following the adoption of this article.

Applications for federal, state and local facility operation approvals or certificates, at the time such
application is made.

Federal, state and local facility operation approvals or certificates, at the time such approvals or
certificates are issued.

Ongoing environmental monitoring reports and results that are made available to federal, state and local
regulatory agencies, at the time such reports or results are made available to the regulatory agency.

Existing facilities shall provide additional environmental or safety structures/monitoring as deemed
necessary by the Village, which may include but is not limited to stormwater runoff management and
monitoring.

Existing facilities shall have the responsibility of devising and filing with the Village a contingency plan
satisfactory to the Village for the immediate notification of Village officials in the event of an
emergency.

Existing facilities cannot engage in or employ a nonpermitted use, activity, or structure which they did
not engage in or employ at the time of enactment of the wellhead protection area in which they are
located and can only replace in kind or rebuild those present uses, activities, equipment, or structures on
the site or property of record associated with the facility at the time of enactment of that wellhead
protection area. This subsection does not apply to normal maintenance or minor repairs.

§ 324-29 Exemptions and waivers.

A.

Individuals and/or facilities may request the Village, in writing, to permit additional land uses in the
wellhead protection area.

All requests shall be in writing, whether on or in substantial compliance with forms to be provided by
the Village, and may require an environmental assessment report prepared by a licensed environmental
engineer. Said report shall be forwarded to the Village and/or designee(s) for recommendation and final
decision by the Village Board.

The individual/facility shall reimburse the Village for all consultant fees associated with this review at
the invoiced amount plus administrative costs.

Any exemptions granted shall be conditional and may include required environmental and safety
monitoring consistent with local, state and federal requirements and/or bonds and/or securities
satisfactory to the Village.



§ 324-30 Enforcement.

A.

(1)

)

©)
“4)

Any person who is specifically damaged by a violation of this article may institute appropriate action or
proceeding to enjoin a violation of this article.

In the event that an individual and/or facility causes the release of any hazardous substance, as defined
under § 292.11(5), Wis. Stats., which endangers the wellhead protection area, the individual and/or
facility causing said release shall immediately notify the Village of the release, stop the release and
clean up the release to the satisfaction of the Village.

The individual/facility shall be responsible for all costs of cleanup, including all of the following:

Village consultant fees at the invoice amount plus administrative costs for oversight, review and
documentation.

The cost of Village employees' time associated in any way with cleanup based on the hourly rate paid to
the employee multiplied by a factor determined by the Village representing the Village's cost for
expenses, benefits, insurance, sick leave, holidays, overtime, vacation, and similar benefits.

The cost of Village equipment employed.
The cost of mileage reimbursed to Village employees attributed to the cleanup.

Following any such discharge the Village may require additional test monitoring and/or
bonds/securities.

§ 324-31 Violations and penalties.
Any person, firm or corporation who or which fails to comply with the provisions of this article shall, upon

conviction thereof, forfeit not less than $100 nor more than $500 plus the costs of the prosecution for each
violation and, in default of payment of such forfeiture and costs, shall be imprisoned in the county jail until
payment thereof, but not exceeding 30 days, or in the alternative shall have such costs added to his or its real
estate property tax bill as a lien against the property. Each day a violation exists or continues shall constitute
a separate offense.

Attachments:
324a Wellhead Protection Map 1

324b Wellhead Protection Map Well 4

324c¢c Wellhead Protection Map Well 5



http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-324a%20Wellhead%20Protection%20Map%201.pdf
http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-324b%20Wellhead%20Protection%20Map%20Well%204.pdf
http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-324c%20Wellhead%20Protection%20Map%20Well%205.pdf

