
Chapter 365  

Zoning  
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Sauk City as Chs. 17.01 to 17.23 of the 

1970 Code; amended in its entirety 12-11-2018 by Ord. No. 2018-2. Subsequent amendments noted 

where applicable.]  

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Building construction — See Ch. 115. 

Historic preservation — See Ch. 181. 

Junkyards — See Ch. 195. 

Satellite earth stations and antenna towers — See Ch. 260. 

Comprehensive Plan — See Ch. 335. 

Floodplain zoning — See Ch. 345. 

Land division — See Ch. 350. 

Shoreland-wetland zoning — See Ch. 358. 

Sauk City Industry Park — See Ch. A370. 

 

Article I  

General Provisions  

§ 365-1 Title.  

This chapter shall be known as, referred to, or cited as "The Zoning Code, Village of Sauk City, Wisconsin." 

§ 365-2 Authority.  

These regulations are adopted under the authority granted by §§ 62.23(7) and 61.35 and Chapter 91, Wis. 

Stats. 

§ 365-3 Purpose.  

The purpose of this chapter is to promote the health, safety, morals, prosperity, aesthetics and general welfare 

of this community. This chapter also provides appropriate and necessary land use controls within the 

extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction of the Village of Sauk City in the Town of Prairie du Sac, consistent with 

the Comprehensive Plan for the orderly development of the Village and its environs. 

§ 365-4 Compliance required.  

No structure, land or water shall hereafter be used and no structure or part thereof shall hereafter be located, 

erected, moved, reconstructed, extended enlarged, converted, or structurally altered without full compliance 

with the provisions of this chapter and all other applicable local, county and state regulations. 

§ 365-5 Intent.  

A. It is the general intent of this chapter to: 

(1) Regulate and restrict the use of all structures, lands and waters;  



(2) Regulate and restrict lot coverage, population distribution and density, and the size and location of all 

structures, so as to lessen congestion in and promote the safety and efficiency of the streets and 

highways;  

(3) Secure safety from fire, flooding, panic and other dangers;  

(4) Provide adequate light, air, sanitation and drainage;  

(5) Prevent overcrowding;  

(6) Avoid undue population concentration;  

(7) Facilitate the adequate provision of public facilities and utilities;  

(8) Stabilize and protect property values;  

(9) Further the appropriate use of land and conservation of natural resources;  

(10) Preserve and promote the beauty of the community; and  

(11) Implement the community Comprehensive Plan or plan components.  

B. It is further intended to provide for the administration and enforcement of this chapter and to provide 

penalties for its violation.  

§ 365-6 Jurisdiction.  

A. Within the Village. The jurisdiction of this chapter shall include all lands and water within the Village.  

B. Extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction. The unincorporated area outside the Village limits subject to the 

provisions of this chapter is shown on the map appended to this chapter as Exhibit A. The provisions of 

this chapter relating to the unincorporated area shall become effective when adopted by the Village 

Board, in accordance with the provisions of § 62.23(7a), Wis. Stats. The failure of the Village Board to 

take such action shall in no way invalidate the application of this chapter to any property, building, or 

structure located within the Village.  

§ 365-7 Interpretation.  

The provisions of this chapter shall be held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in 

favor of the Village and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other power granted by the 

Wisconsin Statutes. 

§ 365-8 Abrogation and greater restrictions.  

It is not intended by this chapter to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere with any existing easements, 

covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, ordinances, rules, regulations, or permits previously adopted or 

issued pursuant to laws. However, wherever this chapter imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this 

chapter shall govern. 

§ 365-9 Severability.  

The several provisions of this chapter are severable. If any provision of this chapter is adjudged to be invalid 

or ineffective as to any portion of the territory described, such judgment shall not affect the remainder of this 



chapter or its application to the remaining portion of the described territory. 

§ 365-10 Definitions.  

For the purposes of this chapter, the definitions set out in this chapter shall be used. Words used in the 

present tense include the future tense; the singular number includes the plural number; and the plural number 

includes the singular number. The word "shall" is mandatory and not directory. 

ABUTTING  

Having a common property line or district line. 

AGRICULTURAL USE  

Any of the following activities conducted for the purpose of producing an income or livelihood: crop or 

forage production; keeping livestock; beekeeping; nursery, sod, or Christmas tree production; maple 

syrup production; floriculture; aquaculture; fur farming; forest management; enrolling land in a federal 

agricultural commodity payment program or a federal or state agricultural land and conservation 

payment program. 

ALLEY  

A way which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property. 

APARTMENT  

See "dwelling unit" as defined in this section. 

APARTMENT HOUSE  

See "dwelling, multifamily" as defined in this section. 

BASEMENT  

A space a full story below the first floor which is not designed or used primarily for year-round living 

accommodations. Space partly below grade which is designed and finished as habitable space is not 

defined as basement space. 

BILLBOARD  

An advertising device, either freestanding or attached to a building, which is used to display information 

not related to the use or ownership of the establishment or the property upon which it is located. 

BLOCK  

A tract of land bounded by streets, or by a combination of streets and public parks, or other recognized 

lines of demarcation. 

BOARD  

The Board of Appeals, as provided in Article XXV of this chapter. 

BOARDINGHOUSE  

A building, other than a hotel, where meals or lodging and meals are provided for compensation for not 

more than six persons. 

BUILDING  



A structure having a roof and intended for the shelter, housing or enclosure of persons, animals, or 

chattels. 

BUILDING INSPECTOR  

The employee of the Village officially designated to administer the Building and Zoning Codes. The 

Building Inspector is also referred to as the "Zoning Inspector." 

BUILDING LINE, FRONT  

A line parallel to the street intersecting the foremost point of the building, excluding uncovered steps. 

BUILDING, ACCESSORY  

A subordinate building, the use of which is purely incidental to that of the main building, 

BUILDING, ALTERATION OF  

Any change or rearrangement of the supporting members, such as bearing walls, beams, columns or 

girders, of a building, an addition to a building, or movement of a building from one location to another. 

BUILDING, HEIGHT OF  

The vertical distance from the mean elevation of the finished grade along the primary street frontage of 

the building to the highest point on a flat roof, or to the deckline of a mansard roof, or to the mean 

height between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, or gambrel roofs. 

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL  

A building in which is conducted the main use of the lot on which the building is located. 

BUSINESS  

A commercial establishment engaged in the purchase and sale of goods and services, not including 

manufacturing or industrial establishments. 

CANOPY or MARQUEE  

A roof-like structure of a permanent nature which projects from the wall of a building. 

CARPORT  

See "garage, private" as defined in this section. 

CELLAR  

A portion of a building located partly or wholly underground and having 2/3 or more of its clear floor-

to-ceiling height below the average grade of the adjoining ground. See the definition of "basement" in 

this section. 

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY  

A written statement issued by the Zoning Inspector which permits the use of a building or lot or a 

portion of a building or lot and which certifies compliance with the provisions of this chapter for the 

specified use and occupancy. 

CLINIC  

A building used by a group of doctors or dentists for the examination or treatment of persons on an 



outpatient or nonboarding basis only. 

CLUB  

A building owned, leased, or hired by a nonprofit association of persons who are bona fide members 

paying dues, the use of which is restricted to the members and their guests. 

CONFORMING USE  

Any lawful use of a building or lot which complies with the provisions of this chapter. 

CURB GRADE  

The level of the established curb in the front of the building, measured at the center of such front. Where 

no curb has been established, the Village Board shall authorize and approve the establishment of such 

curb level or its equivalent for the purpose of this chapter. 

DAY-CARE, FAMILY HOME  

The use of a dwelling unit to provide care and supervision for up to eight children for less than 24 hours. 

DAY-CARE, GROUP CENTER  

A facility to provide care and supervision for more than eight children for less than 24 hours. 

DECK  

A horizontal platform that has structural members elevated above ground level. 

DWELLING UNIT  

A separate housekeeping unit designed and used for occupancy by a single family, with cooking 

facilities and a private bath. 

DWELLING UNIT, ACCESSORY  

A separate housekeeping unit designed and used for occupancy by a single family, located on the same 

parcel as a one-family dwelling unit, but having a separate entrance. The accessory unit may be within, 

attached to, or detached from the primary dwelling unit. 

DWELLING, MULTIFAMILY  

A building or portion thereof used or designated as a residence for three or more families as separate 

housekeeping units, including apartments, apartment hotels and group houses. 

DWELLING, ONE-FAMILY  

A detached building designed, arranged, or used for and occupied exclusively by one family. 

DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY  

A building designed, arranged, or used for or occupied exclusively by two families living independently 

of each other. 

EMERGENCY SHELTER  

Public or private enclosures designed to protect people from aerial, radiological, biological or chemical 

warfare and fire, flood, windstorm, riot, or invasion. 



EXPRESSWAY  

A divided arterial street with full or partial control of access and, generally, with interchanges at major 

intersections. See also the definition of "freeway" in this section. 

FAMILY  

Any number of persons related by blood, adoption or marriage, or not to exceed four persons not so 

related, living together in one dwelling as a single housekeeping entity. 

FARM  

All lands under contiguous common ownership in which a majority of land is devoted to an agricultural 

use. For purposes of this definition, "contiguous" means sharing a common boundary, except that 

parcels in common ownership which are directly across from a public street, rail right-of-way, easement, 

or navigable river, stream, or creek, along with parcels that meet only at a corner, shall also be 

considered contiguous. 

FARM AND FORESTRY STRUCTURES  

Any structure on a farm that is an integral part of, or is incidental to, a permitted agricultural use, 

including but not limited to barns, silos, and corn cribs. 

FARM RESIDENCE  

A type of one-family dwelling located on the farm and occupied by the owner or operator (or both) of 

the agricultural use. Where the associated lands are planned for agricultural preservation in the 

Comprehensive Plan, total number of dwelling units on any farm as it was configured on August 18, 

2011 shall not exceed an overall density of one dwelling unit per 35 acres, with no rounding permitted. 

For example, a 160 acre farm as of that date shall be allowed to accumulate no greater than four total 

dwelling units (160/35 = 4.57 = 4). 

FLOOR AREA  

A. For residential uses, the sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a dwelling unit, 

exclusive of porches, balconies, garages and basements, measured from the exterior faces of the exterior 

walls or from the center lines of walls or partitions separating dwelling units.  

B. For uses other than residential, the area measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls or from 

the center line of walls or partitions separating such uses, including all floors, lofts, balconies, 

mezzanines, cellars, basements, and similar areas devoted to such uses.  

FREEWAY  

An expressway with full control of access and with grade separations at all intersections. 

FRONTAGE, BLOCK  

All of the property abutting on one side of a street between two intersecting streets. 

FRONTAGE, LOT  

The smallest dimension of a lot abutting a public street, measured along the street line. 

GARAGE, PRIVATE  



An accessory building or portion of the principal building used primarily for vehicular storage. "Private 

garage" also includes "carport" and, when related to the context, shall relate to the storage of one or 

more vehicles. 

GARAGE, REPAIR  

A building used for the care, repair or storage of motor vehicles or where such vehicles are left for 

remuneration, hire, or sale. This includes premises commonly known as "gasoline stations" or "service 

stations." 

GARDEN, COMMUNITY  

A garden, whether public or private, established by and/or for the use of multiple people, typically to 

grow vegetables for personal use. Typically the primary use of a property. 

GARDEN, RESIDENTIAL  

A garden established by and for the use and enjoyment of the resident(s) of the property on which it is 

located. An accessory use. 

GASOLINE STATION  

Any area of land, including structures thereon, that is used for the sale of gasoline or other motor vehicle 

fuel and oil or other lubricating substances, or the sale of motor vehicle accessories, and which may 

include facilities used or designed to be used for polishing, greasing, washing, spraying, dry cleaning, or 

otherwise cleaning or servicing such vehicles. 

HEIGHT  

See Building, Height of. 

HOME OCCUPATION  

Any occupation for gain or support conducted entirely within a building by resident occupants and 

which is customarily incidental to the principal use of the premises, does not exceed 25% of the area of 

any floor and uses only household equipment and for which no stock-in-trade is kept or sold except that 

made on the premises. "Home occupation" includes such uses as baby-sitting, millinery, dressmaking, 

canning, laundering and crafts but does not include the display of any goods nor such occupations as 

barbering, beauty shops, dance schools, real estate brokerage, or photographic studios. 

HOTEL  

An establishment for transient guests having more than six sleeping rooms without individual cooking 

facilities. 

INTERCHANGE  

A grade-separated intersection with one or more direct connections for vehicular travel between the 

intersecting streets or highways. 

JUNKYARD  

An open space where waste, used, or secondhand materials are bought, sold, exchanged, stored, baled, 

packed, disassembled or handled, including but not limited to scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, 

rubber, tires and bottles. "Junkyard" also includes an auto wrecking yard but does not include uses 



established entirely within enclosed buildings. 

LIVESTOCK  

Domestic animals traditionally used in Wisconsin in the production of food, fiber, or other animal 

products. Livestock includes bovine animals, equine animals, goats (except pigmy), poultry, sheep, 

swine (except pot-bellied pigs), farm-raised deer, farm-raised game birds, camelids, ratites, and farm-

raised fish. 

LOADING AREA  

A completely off-street space or berth on the same lot, for the loading or unloading of freight carriers, 

having adequate ingress and egress to a public street or alley. 

LOT  

A parcel of land having frontage on a public street, occupied or intended to be occupied by a principal 

structure or use, and sufficient in size to meet the lot width, lot frontage, lot area, yard, parking area and 

other open space provisions of this chapter. 

LOT AREA  

The total area in a horizontal plane within the peripheral boundaries of a lot. 

LOT COVERAGE  

The percent of the area of a lot occupied by buildings or structures, including accessory buildings or 

structures. 

LOT LINES  

The peripheral boundaries of a lot as defined in this chapter. 

LOT WIDTH  

The width of a parcel of land measured along the front building line. 

LOT, CORNER  

A lot abutting intersecting streets at their intersection. 

LOT, REVERSED CORNER  

A corner lot which is oriented such that it has its rear lot line coincident with or parallel to the side lot 

line of the interior lot immediately to its rear. 

LOT, THROUGH  

A lot having a pair of opposite lot lines along two more or less parallel public streets and which is not a 

corner lot. On a through lot, both public streets shall be deemed front lot lines. 

LOT, ZONING  

A single tract in a single block which, at time of filing for a building permit, is designated by its owner 

or developer as a tract to be used, developed, or built upon as a unit under single ownership or control. 

MOBILE HOME  

A one-family dwelling unit of vehicular design, built on a chassis and originally moved from one site to 



another, and used without a permanent foundation. 

MOBILE HOME PARK  

A lot on which two or more mobile homes are parked for the purpose of temporary or permanent 

habitation. 

MOTEL  

A series of attached, semidetached, or detached sleeping units for the accommodation of transient 

mobile tourists. 

MOTOR FREIGHT TERMINAL  

A building or area in which freight brought by motor truck is assembled or stored for routing in 

intrastate and interstate shipment by motor truck. 

MOTOR VEHICLE  

Any passenger vehicle, truck, truck trailer or semitrailer propelled or drawn by mechanical power. 

NONCONFORMING BUILDING OR STRUCTURE  

Any building or structure which: 

A. Does not comply with all of the regulations of this chapter or of any amendment hereto governing bulk 

for the zoning district in which such building or structure is located.  

B. Is designed or intended for a nonconforming use.  

NONCONFORMING USE  

Any use of land, buildings, or structures which does not comply with all of the regulations of this 

chapter or of any amendment hereto governing use for the zoning district in which such use is located. 

NURSERY  

Any building or lot, or portion thereof, used for the cultivation or growing of plants and including all 

accessory buildings. 

NURSING HOME  

Any building used for the continuous care, on a commercial or charitable basis, of persons who are 

physically incapable of caring for their own personal needs. 

ON-SITE AGRICULTURAL RETAIL  

A type of land use that includes the sale of agricultural products grown on the farm and potentially on 

other farms within 10 miles, where such sales are integral or accessory to an agricultural use, and where 

such sales are on a year-round basis or require permanent structures. 

OUTDOOR PUBLIC RECREATION, ACTIVE  

A land use that includes all recreational land uses located on public property or public easement which 

involve active recreational activities. Such land uses include play courts (such as tennis courts and 

basketball courts), playfields (such as ball diamonds, football fields, and soccer fields), tot lots, outdoor 

swimming pools, swimming beach areas, fitness courses, public golf courses, and similar land uses. 



OUTDOOR PUBLIC RECREATION, PASSIVE  

A land use that includes all recreational land uses located on public property or public easement which 

involve passive recreational activities. Such land uses include arboretums, natural areas, wildlife areas, 

hiking trails, bike trails, cross country ski trails, horse trails, open grassed areas not associated with any 

particular active outdoor public recreation use, picnic areas, picnic shelters, gardens, fishing areas, and 

similar land uses. 

OUTDOOR STORAGE  

A commercial land use that includes the storage of items or equipment not enclosed within an approved 

structure. Inoperable items, equipment or vehicles are not considered outdoor storage. 

PARKING FACILITY  

A structure or an open area other than a street or alley used for temporary parking of more than four 

self-propelled vehicles and available for public use, whether free, for compensation, or as an 

accommodation for clients or customers. 

PARKING STALL  

An off-street space available for the parking of motor vehicles, which in this chapter is held to be an 

area nine feet wide and 20 feet long, exclusive of passageways and driveways appurtenant thereto and 

giving access thereto. 

PATIO SLAB  

A paved area adjoining a house, not above the grade line, used for outdoor dining, lounging or 

recreation. 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT  

A development that allows diversification and variation in the relationship of uses, structures, open 

spaces and heights of structures, conceived and implemented as a comprehensive and cohesive, unified 

project. 

PORCH  

A covered shelter to an entrance to a building which may be partly enclosed with low walls or fully 

enclosed with screen and/or windows. 

PROFESSIONAL HOME OFFICE  

Residences of doctors of medicine, practitioners, dentists, clergymen, architects, landscape architects, 

professional engineers, registered land surveyors, lawyers, artists, teachers, authors, musicians or other 

recognized professions, used to conduct their professions, where the office does not exceed 1/2 of the 

area of only one floor of the residence and only one nonresident person is employed. 

PROPERTY LINES  

The lines bounding a tract of land in single ownership. 

PUBLIC WAY  

Any sidewalk, street, alley, highway, or other public thoroughfare. 

RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY  



A strip of land with tracks and auxiliary facilities for track operation, but not including freight depots or 

stations, loading platforms, train sheds, warehouses, car or locomotive shops, or car yards. 

RESTAURANT  

A space within a suitable building provided with adequate and sanitary kitchen equipment and a dining 

room of related capacity, having employees for preparing, cooking and serving suitable food, but not 

intoxicating liquors, for sale to the general public. 

SCHOOL, COMMERCIAL  

A school limited to special instruction, such as business, art, music, trades, handicrafts, dancing, or 

riding. 

SCHOOL, PRIVATE  

An elementary or intermediate school giving regular instruction capable of meeting the requirements of 

state compulsory education laws and approved as such and operating at least five days a week for a 

normal school year and not operated by a public school district, but not including either a school for 

persons with disabilities or a college or other institution of higher learning. 

SETBACK  

The minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line, side lot line or rear lot line and a structure. 

SHOPPING CENTER  

A group of stores planned and designed for the site on which it is built, functioning as a unit, with off-

street parking provided on the property as an integral part of the unit. See also the definition of "planned 

unit development" in this section. 

SIGN, TEMPORARY  

A nonpermanent sign or advertising display intended to be displayed for a short, usually fixed period of 

time generally not exceeding 30 consecutive days unless in conjunction with an approved temporary use 

or as outlined in Article XX. Temporary signs include wall, freestanding, and banner signs mounted on 

walls. 

SIGNS  

Any words, letters, figures, numerals, phrases, sentences, emblems, devices, or designs visible from a 

public street or highway which convey information regarding the use or ownership of the establishment 

on the same property upon which they are located, as distinguished from the definition of "billboard" set 

forth in this section. 

STORY  

That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next 

above it or, if there is no floor above it, then the space between such floor and the ceiling next above it. 

STORY, HALF  

A story under a gable, hip or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at least two exterior walls are not 

more than two feet above the floor of such story. 

STREET  



A public or private thoroughfare which may either provide the principal means of pedestrian and/or 

vehicular access to abutting property or may provide for the movement of pedestrian and/or vehicular 

traffic, or both. 

STREET, ARTERIAL  

A public street or highway used or intended to be used primarily for fast or heavy through traffic. 

"Arterial streets and highways" includes freeways and expressways, as well as major thoroughfares, 

highways and parkways. 

STRUCTURAL ALTERATION  

Any change in the supporting members of a structure, such as foundations, bearing walls, columns, 

beams, or girders. 

STRUCTURE  

Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground or that it be attached 

to something having a location on the ground. 

TRAVEL TRAILER  

A vehicular portable structure, built on a chassis and designed to be used for temporary occupancy for 

travel, recreational or vacation use, limited in weight or length to either a maximum weight of 4,500 

pounds or a maximum length of 28 feet. 

USE  

The purpose or activity for which the land or building thereon is designed, arranged or intended, or for 

which it is occupied or maintained, and shall include any manner of standards of this chapter. 

USE, ACCESSORY  

A use subordinate in nature, extent, or purpose to the principal use of a building or lot. 

USE, CONDITIONAL  

A use, either public or private, which because of its unique characteristics cannot be properly classified 

as a permitted use in any particular district or districts. In each case, after due consideration by the Plan 

Commission of the impact of such use upon neighboring land and of the public need for the particular 

use at the particular location, such conditional use may or may not be granted. 

USE, PERMITTED  

A use which may be lawfully established in a particular district or districts provided that it conforms to 

all requirements, regulations and performance standards, if any, of such districts. 

USE, PRINCIPAL  

The main use of land or buildings as distinguished from a subordinate or accessory use. A principal use 

may be a permitted use or conditional use. 

USE, TEMPORARY  

A land use which is present on a property for a limited and specified period of time. 

VARIANCE  



A specified exception to the strict and literal enforcement of the dimensional standards indicated in this 

chapter, to alleviate a unique and unusual hardship for a property owner resulting from the physical 

characteristics of the land. 

YARD  

An open space on the same lot with a structure, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward, 

except for vegetation as permitted, and except for permitted accessory buildings in rear yards. 

YARD, CORNER SIDE  

A side yard which adjoins a public street. 

YARD, FRONT  

A yard extending across the full width of a lot, having a depth equal to the minimum horizontal distance 

between the front property line and a line parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal 

structure. 

YARD, INTERIOR SIDE  

A side yard which is located immediately adjacent to another zoning lot or to an alley separating such 

yard from another zoning lot. 

YARD, REAR  

A yard extending across the full width of a lot, having a depth equal to the minimum horizontal distance 

between the rear lot line and a line parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal structure. 

YARD, SIDE  

A yard extending between the front and rear yards of a lot, having a width equal to the minimum 

horizontal distance between the side lot line and a line parallel thereto through the nearest point of the 

principal structure. 

ZONING DISTRICT  

An area or areas within the corporate limits for which the regulations and requirements governing use, 

lot and bulk of buildings and premises are uniform. 

ZONING PERMIT  

A permit stating that the purpose for which a building or land is to be used is in conformity with the uses 

permitted and all other requirements under this chapter for the zone in which it is to be located. 

Article II  

Districts, Boundaries and Zoning Map  

§ 365-11 Districts established.  

For the purposes of this chapter, the Village is divided into the following zoning districts: 

R-1-A Single-Family Residential District 

R-1-B Single-Family Residential District 

R-2 Two-Family Residential District 

R-M Multifamily Residential District 



B-H Highway Business District 

B-C Central Business District 

B-N Neighborhood Business District 

M-L Limited Industrial District 

M-G General Industrial District 

A-G Agricultural District 

A-P Agricultural Preservation District 

A-H Agricultural Holding District 

A-T Agricultural Transition District 

A-R Agricultural-Related Manufacturing and Commercial District 

§ 365-12 Zoning Map.  

A certified copy of the Zoning Map and also the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Zoning Map shall be adopted 

and approved with the text as part of this chapter, shall bear upon its face the attestation of the Village 

President and Village Administrator, and shall be available to the public in the office of the Village 

Administrator. Changes thereafter to the districts shall not be effective until entered and attested on this 

certified copy. 

§ 365-13 Interpretation of district boundaries.  

A. Boundaries of the districts are established as shown on the current Zoning Map on file at the Village 

office. Such boundaries shall be construed to follow corporate limits; United States Public Land Survey 

lines; lot or property lines; center lines of streets, highways, alleys, easements and railroad right-of-

ways; or such lines extended, unless otherwise noted on the Zoning Map.  

B. Vacation of public streets and alleys shall cause the land vacated to be automatically placed in the same 

district as the abutting side to which the vacated land reverts.  

C. Annexations to or consolidations with the Village subsequent to the effective date of this chapter shall 

be placed in the A-G Agricultural District unless the annexation ordinance temporarily places the land in 

another district. Within one year of the date of annexation, the Plan Commission shall evaluate and 

recommend a permanent district classification to the Village Board.  

Article III  

Residential Districts  

§ 365-14 R-1-A Single-Family Residential District.  

The R-1-A District is established for low-density developments of single-family homes. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-15 R-1-B Single-Family Residential District.  

The R-1-B District is established to protect residential areas now developed with one-family detached 

dwellings and to protect adjoining areas, presently undeveloped or in agricultural usage, likely to be 

developed for single-family use. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  



B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-16 R-2 Two-Family Residential District.  

The R-2 District is established to provide for and protect areas of one-family and two-family dwellings. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-17 R-M Multifamily Residential District.  

The R-M District is established to protect certain areas of land, both developed and undeveloped, with 

peculiar characteristics, such as present high-density dwelling units, proximity to commercial developments 

or proximity to major streets, and because of a probable, continued demand for such dwelling 

accommodations which are well-designed, pleasant places in which to live. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

Article IV  

Business Districts  

§ 365-18 B-H Highway Business District.  

The B-H District is established to provide only those convenience shopping goods and services required by 

the traveling public. No use permitted in this district shall be dangerous or offensive or detrimental to the 

neighboring areas or residents by reason of the emission of dust, gas, smoke, noise, fumes, odors, vibration, 

etc. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-19 B-C Central Business District.  

The B-C District is established to provide for those retail trade, financial and entertainment activities serving 

the entire regional community. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-20 B-N Neighborhood Business District.  

The B-N District is established to provide convenience shopping goods and services to a local neighborhood 

area. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  



Article V  

Industrial Districts  

§ 365-21 M-L Limited Industrial District.  

The primary purpose of this district is to provide for the proper location and regulation of to industrial uses 

that do not involve the use of hazardous materials and do not result in offensive sound or odor, typically with 

good access to major transportation facilities. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-22 M-G General Industrial District.  

The primary purpose of this district is to provide for the proper location and regulation of industrial uses, 

typically with good access to major transportation facilities. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

Article VI  

Agricultural Districts  

§ 365-23 A-G Agricultural District.  

The primary purpose of this district is to provide for the proper location and regulation of general agricultural 

uses in the Village. 

A. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-24 A-P Agricultural Preservation District.  

A. Description and purpose. The primary purpose of this district is to maintain, preserve, and enhance 

agricultural uses and agricultural lands historically exhibiting high crop yields as detailed and for such 

timeframe specified in the Comprehensive Plan, the Sauk Prairie Intergovernmental Cooperation 

Agreement, and the Sauk County Farmland Preservation Plan. As a matter of policy, it is hereby 

determined that the highest and best use of these lands is agriculture. The A-P district is a certified 

farmland preservation zoning district under Chapter 91, Wis. Stats. Further, lands in this district will 

only be approved for rezoning where the criteria in § 365-116 are met.  

B. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b. To 

meet requirements as a certified farmland preservation zoning district under Chapter 91, Wis. Stats., no 

conditional use permit shall be granted in the A-P district unless the Plan Commission (or Joint 

Committee if within the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction) finds that the use authorized thereby meets 

the criteria in § 365-94 F. In addition: 

(1) Each "community garden" and "general farming (not otherwise listed)" use shall meet the definition of 

an agricultural use included in § 365-10.  

(2) Each "on-site agricultural retail" use shall meet the associated definition in § 365-9 and the following 



additional criteria: 

(a) Packaging and equipment used to store, display, package or carry said agricultural products for the 

convenience of the operation or its customers (such as egg cartons, baskets, containers, and bags) is 

permitted.  

(b) The maximum total gross floor area of a structure or a combination of structures dedicated primarily to 

the on-site agricultural retail use shall be 1,500 square feet in area.  

(c) All structures used for an on-site agricultural retail use shall all be an integral part of, or incidental to, 

the agricultural use on the property, and shall be set back at least 100 feet from any residential zoning 

district.  

(3) Except for a facility used for providing veterinary services primarily to livestock including the sale of 

supplies and pharmaceuticals related to animal husbandry, each "bed-and-breakfast," "day-care - family 

home (not more than eight children)," "commercial animal service or boarding," "home occupation and 

professional home office," "outdoor assembly," and "seasonal outdoor sales of farm products" use shall: 

(a) Be conducted by the owner or operator of the farm.  

(b) Require no buildings, structures, or improvements other than a farm residence and/or another building, 

structure, or improvement that is an integral part of, or incidental to, an agricultural use on the farm.  

(c) Employ no more than one full-time equivalent employee aside from the owner or operator (four for each 

commercial animal services or boarding, outdoor assembly, or seasonal outdoor sales of farm products 

use).  

(d) Not impair or limit the current or future agricultural use of the farm or other protected farmland.  

(4) Each "nonmetallic mineral extraction" use shall meet the criteria in § 365-95C.  

(5) No historic structure may be relocated from outside of the A-P zoning district to inside of the A-P 

zoning district unless it meets the definition of a "farm residence" under § 365-10.  

(6) "Passive outdoor public recreation" uses shall be limited to undeveloped natural resource and open 

space areas with no buildings.  

(7) "Municipal earth and sanitary landfill operations" shall be operated by a governmental, institutional, 

religious, or nonprofit organization.  

C. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-25 A-H Agricultural Holding District.  

A. Description and purpose. The A-H Agricultural Holding District is intended to preserve lands in 

agricultural lands and open space until ripe for planned urban development. The Comprehensive Plan 

and Sauk Prairie Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement specify the desired type of urban 

development and permitted timeframe for such development in areas zoned A-H. Rezoning from AH to 

another district, extension of public utilities and services, and annexation to the Village must occur in 



advance of urban development. Because lands in the A-H district is not expected to develop with urban 

uses as soon as lands zoned A-T, a slightly broader range of agricultural and related land uses is allowed 

in the A-H district.  

B. It is intended that the status of all areas in this district be reviewed by the appropriate planning bodies no 

less frequently than every five years in order to determine whether, in light of current land development 

trends, there should be a transfer of all or any part of such areas to some other appropriate use district. 

Any such review will consider the need for permitting other uses on such land, the nature of the use or 

uses to be permitted, and the cost and availability of the public services and facilities which will be 

necessitated by such new use or uses. As a matter of policy, rezoning only to those districts identified 

for those lands in the Comprehensive Plan will be approved.  

C. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

D. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

E. Standards for rezoning. Those areas contiguous to the A-T Zoning District shall be rezoned as additional 

A-T areas are annexed to the Village and as additional A-T area is needed.  

§ 365-26 A-T Agricultural Transition District.  

A. Description and purpose. The A-T Agricultural Transition District is intended to reserve agricultural 

lands and open space for near-term urban development. As detailed the Comprehensive Plan and Sauk 

Prairie Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement, annexation and urban development may occur in 

areas zoned A-T at any time at the request of property owners. Rezoning from A-T to another district, 

extension of public utilities and services, and annexation to the Village must occur in advance of urban 

development. Because the A-T district is contiguous to developed lands within the Village, the range of 

allowable land uses in advance of urban development is the narrowest of the agricultural districts. The 

only permissible uses in this area prior to annexation are those that maintain agricultural lands, 

woodlands, and wetlands.  

B. Permitted, conditional and temporary uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

C. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

§ 365-27 A-R Agricultural-Related Manufacturing and Commercial District.  

The primary purpose of this district is to provide for the proper location and regulation of manufacturing, 

warehousing, storage and related industrial and marketing activities that are dependent upon or closely allied 

to the agricultural industry. 

A. Permitted, Conditional and Temporary Uses. See the Matrix of Uses set forth in Attachment 365b.  

B. Dimensional requirements. See the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

Article VII  

Flood Districts  

§ 365-28 Floodplain zoning.  

The additional restrictions enumerated in Chapter 345, Floodplain Zoning, of this Code apply to areas which 



are subject to periodic flooding. 

Article VIII  

PUD Planned Unit Development District  

[Amended 5-28-2019 by Ord. No. 2019-5]  

§ 365-29 Purpose.  

The PUD Planned Unit Development District is established to encourage and promote improved 

environmental design in the Village of Sauk City by allowing for greater freedom, imagination and flexibility 

in the development of land while ensuring substantial compliance with the basic intent of this chapter and the 

general plan for community development. The PUD District allows diversification and variation in the 

relationship of uses, structures, open spaces and heights of structures in developments conceived and 

implemented as comprehensive and cohesive, unified projects. It is further intended to encourage more 

rational and economic development in regard to public services and encourage and facilitate preservation of 

open land. This article contemplates that there may be residential, commercial, industrial, and mixed-use 

planned unit developments. 

§ 365-30 General requirements for PUD Zoning.  

A. Minimum total area requirements. There are no minimum total area requirements, however it is 

generally true that the project should be large enough to allow clustering and to establish a coherence of 

design.  

B. Lot area, lot width, heights and yard requirements. 

(1) In the PUD District, there shall be no specific lot area, lot width, height, floor area ratio, yard and usable 

open-space requirements, but such requirements as are made a part of an approved recorded general 

development plan shall be, along with the recorded plat, construed to be and enforced as a part of this 

chapter.  

(2) There shall be no specific green area requirement, yet the general development plan should incorporate 

sufficient green area to match the character of the use and surrounding neighborhood.  

C. Permitted uses. Any use permitted in any of the other districts of this chapter may be permitted in the 

PUD District subject to the criteria as established in § 365-32 and provided that such uses are identified 

in the approved and recorded general development plan.  

D. Conditional uses. Any use allowed as a conditional use in any of the other districts of this chapter may 

be allowed in the PUD District subject to the criteria as established in § 365-32 and provided that such 

uses and any conditions or requirements attached to such uses are identified in the approved and 

recorded general development plan.  

§ 365-31 Petition for rezoning to PUD, general development plan.  

A. Prior to the official submission of the petition for the approval of a PUD District, the owner or his agent 

should meet with the Plan Commission or Village staff to discuss the scope and proposed nature of the 

contemplated development to help assess whether PUD District zoning is appropriate.  

B. The procedure for rezoning to a PUD District shall be the same as required for any other zoning district 

change under Article XXII of this chapter, except that the petition to rezone shall be accompanied by 



payment of the PUD review fee as set by the Village Board and the following additional documentation: 

(1) Information statement. An information statement that sets forth the following information: 

(a) Total area to be included in the PUD, area of open space, residential density, proposed number and type 

of dwelling units, projected population, availability of or requirements for municipal services and other 

similar data pertinent to a comprehensive evaluation of the proposed development.  

(b) A general summary of the estimated value of structures and site improvement costs, including 

landscaping and special features.  

(c) A general outline of the organizational structure of a property owners or management association that 

may be proposed to be established for the purpose of providing any necessary private services.  

(d) Any proposed departures from the standards of development as set forth in the Village zoning 

regulations, land subdivision requirements, other Village regulations or administrative rules, or other 

universal guidelines.  

(e) The expected date of commencement of physical development as set forth in the proposal and also an 

outline of any sequential staging that is planned for the development.  

(2) General development plan (GDP). A general development plan which shall include the following 

information: 

(a) A legal description of the boundaries of the subject property included in the proposed PUD and its 

relationship to surrounding properties.  

(b) The location of public and private roads, driveways, sidewalks and parking facilities.  

(c) The size, arrangement, and location of any individual building sites and proposed building groups on 

each individual site.  

(d) The location of institutional, recreational and open-space areas and areas reserved or dedicated for 

public uses, including schools, parks, and drainageways.  

(e) The type, size and location of all structures.  

(f) General landscape treatment.  

(g) The existing and proposed location of public sanitary sewer, water supply facilities, and stormwater 

drainage facilities.  

(h) The existing and proposed location of all private utilities or their easements.  

(i) Existing topography on the site with contours at no greater than one-foot intervals.  

(j) If the development is to be staged, a staging plan.  



(k) A plan showing how the entire development can be further subdivided in the future.  

C. Following determination by the Village staff that the petition to rezone to a PUD District is complete 

with the additional required documentation and that the fee has been paid, the petition shall follow the 

usual procedure for Plan Commission review and recommendation, public hearing, and Village Board 

review and action in accordance with Article XXII of this chapter and the criteria set forth in § 365-32.  

§ 365-32 Review and approval of PUD and general development plan; effect.  

A. Criteria for review. In reviewing a PUD District rezone application and the general development plan, 

the following criteria shall be applied to the proposed general development plan with specific 

consideration as to whether it is consistent with the spirit and intent of this chapter, is consistent with the 

policies of the Village Comprehensive Plan, has been prepared with professional advice and guidance, 

produces significant benefits in terms of environmental design or otherwise that justify modifications 

from regular municipal standards, and satisfies the following criteria: 

(1) Character and integrity of land use. The uses proposed and their intensity and arrangement on the site 

shall be of a visual and operational character that: 

(a) Is compatible with the physical nature of the site, with particular concern for preservation of natural 

features, tree growth and open space.  

(b) Would produce an attractive environment of sustained aesthetic and ecological desirability, economic 

stability, and functional practicality compatible with the general development plans for the area as 

established by the community.  

(c) Would not adversely affect the anticipated provision for school or other municipal serves.  

(d) Would not create traffic or parking demand incompatible with the existing or proposed facilities to serve 

it.  

(2) Economic feasibility and impact. The proponents of a PUD District application shall provide evidence 

satisfactory to the Plan Commission and Village Board of its economic feasibility, of available adequate 

financing, and that it would not adversely affect the economic prosperity of the Village or the values of 

surrounding properties.  

(3) Engineering design standards. The width of street rights-of-way, width of paving, width and location of 

street or other paving, outdoor lighting, location of sewer and water lines, provision for stormwater 

drainage or other similar environmental engineering considerations shall be based on standards 

necessary to implement the specified function in the specific situation; provided, however, that in no 

case shall standards be less than those necessary to ensure the public health, safety, and welfare as 

determined by the Village Engineer.  

(4) Preservation and maintenance of open space. Adequate provision shall be made for the permanent 

preservation and maintenance of open space either by private reservation or dedication to the public. 

(a) In the case of private reservation, the open area to be reserved shall be protected against building 

development by conveying to the Village as part of the conditions for project approval an open space 



easement over such open areas restricting the area against any future building or use except as consistent 

with that of providing landscaped open space for the aesthetic and recreational satisfaction of the 

surrounding residences. Buildings or uses for noncommercial, recreational, or cultural purposes 

compatible with the open-space objective may be permitted only where specifically authorized as part of 

the general development plan or, subsequently, with the express approval of the Village Board 

following approval of building, site, and operational plans by the Plan Commission.  

(b) The care and maintenance of such open-space reservations shall be assured by establishment of 

appropriate management organization for the project. The manner of assuring maintenance and 

assessing such cost to individual properties shall be included in any contractual agreement with the 

Village and shall be included in the title to each property.  

(c) Ownership and tax liability of private open space reservations shall be established in a manner 

acceptable to the Village and made a part of the conditions of the plan approval.  

(5) Implementation schedule. The applicant shall submit a reasonable schedule for the implementation of 

the development to the satisfaction of the Village Board, including suitable provisions for assurance that 

each phase could be brought to completion in a manner that would not result in an adverse effect upon 

the community as a result of termination at that point. The Plan Commission and Village Board, in 

making their respective recommendation and determination, shall consider the reasonableness of the 

proposed construction schedule and any staging plan for the physical development of the proposed 

PUD, commencement of the physical development within one year of approval being deemed 

reasonable.  

(6) Residential PUD districts. In reviewing residential PUD Districts, the Plan Commission and Village 

Board shall further consider whether: 

(a) Such development will create an attractive residential environment of sustained desirability and 

economic stability, including structures in relation to terrain, consideration of safe pedestrian flow, 

ready access to recreation space, and coordination with overall plans for the community.  

(b) The total net residential density within the PUD will be compatible with the Village Comprehensive 

Plan or components thereof and shall be compatible with the density of the neighborhood wherein 

located.  

(c) Structure types will be generally compatible with other structural types permitted in the neighborhood.  

(d) Provision has been made for the installation of adequate public facilities and the continuing maintenance 

and operation of such facilities if privately owned.  

(e) Provision has been made for adequate, continuing fire and police protection.  

(f) The population density of the development will have an adverse effect upon the community's capacity to 

provide needed school or municipal service facilities.  

(g) Adequate guarantee is provided for permanent preservation of open space areas as shown on the general 

development plan either by private reservation and maintenance or by dedication to the public.  



(7) Commercial PUD considerations. In reviewing commercial PUD Districts, the Plan Commission and 

Village Board shall further consider whether: 

(a) The applicant has submitted reasonable evidence that the proposed development is economically 

feasible and that the applicant has adequate available financing to construct the proposed development, 

or if a phased-development to construct the first phase.  

(b) The proposed development will be served by off-street parking and truck service facilities in accordance 

with this chapter.  

(c) The proposed development shall be adequately provided with, and shall not impose any undue burden 

on, public services and facilities such as fire and police protection, street maintenance, water, sanitary 

sewer and stormwater drainage, and maintenance of public areas.  

(d) The locations of entrances and exits have been designated to prevent unnecessary interference with the 

safe and efficient movement of traffic on surrounding streets and that the development will not create 

any adverse effect upon the general traffic pattern of the surrounding neighborhood. An "adverse effect" 

is not solely an increase in traffic, but may mean an increase in traffic such that the current or proposed 

infrastructure could not handle the increased traffic sufficiently to ensure the public safety and welfare.  

(e) The architectural design, landscaping, control of lighting and general site development will result in an 

attractive and harmonious service area compatible with and not adversely affecting the property values 

of the surrounding neighborhood.  

(8) Industrial PUD considerations. In reviewing industrial PUD Districts, the Plan Commission and Village 

Board shall further consider whether: 

(a) The operational character and physical plant arrangement of buildings will be compatible with the latest 

in performance standards and industrial development design and will not result in an adverse effect upon 

the property values of the surrounding neighborhood.  

(b) The proposed development shall be adequately provided with and shall not impose any undue burden on 

public services and facilities, such as fire and police protection, street maintenance, water, sanitary 

sewer and stormwater drainage, and maintenance of public areas.  

(c) The proposed development will include provisions for off-street parking and truck service areas in 

accordance with this chapter and will be adequately served by easy-access rail and/or arterial highway 

facilities.  

(d) The proposed development is properly related to the total transportation system of the community and 

will not result in an adverse effect on the safety and efficiency of the public streets.  

(9) Mixed-use PUD consideration. In reviewing mixed-use PUD Districts, the Plan Commission and 

Village Board shall further consider whether: 

(a) The proposed mixture of uses results in a unified composite that is compatible with the surrounding 

neighborhood.  



(b) The various types of uses conform to the general requirements as hereinbefore set forth in this chapter 

applicable to projects of such use and character.  

B. Effect of PUD Zoning and GDP. If a PUD District and general development plan is approved by the 

Village Board, the PUD rezoning shall not take effect unless all owners of the land parcels within the 

PUD consent to the rezoning and have signed an acknowledgement to that effect. Building permits 

within the PUD District may not be issued until Village approval of a specific implementation plan for 

the PUD District.  

C. Recording. Upon rezoning, the Village shall record with the Sauk County Register of Deeds an affidavit 

of notice of PUD zoning against all real property within the PUD District. The applicant shall supply the 

necessary property descriptions and shall pay the recording fees.  

D. Reversion. The rezoning to a PUD District on the basis of a general development plan shall revert to 

prior zoning if a specific implementation plan for the PUD District is not approved within one year from 

the date the PUD zoning takes effect. The Plan Commission may grant one or more extensions for good 

cause shown, and any such extensions shall expressly state the new deadline for approval of the specific 

implementation plan.  

§ 365-33 Submittal of specific implementation plan (SIP).  

A. After the effective date of the PUD District rezoning and the general development plan, the applicant 

may submit a specific implementation plan with the Plan Commission through the Zoning 

Administrator. A specific implementation plan may be prepared for all or only a portion of the project 

area included in the general development plan. Specific implementation plans shall include the 

following information: 

(1) A precise description of the type, number and size of dwelling units and a description of the type and 

amount of square feet devoted to commercial or industrial uses; the estimated number of employees and 

the character and volume of truck and automobile traffic generated from the site.  

(2) A detailed site plan of the development showing the location of all buildings, pavement areas, signs, and 

outdoor lighting.  

(3) A final plat or certified survey of the entire development area showing detailed lot layout and the 

intended use of each lot or parcel of land, public dedications, public and private streets, driveways, 

walkways, and parking facilities.  

(4) A detailed landscape plan showing the location and treatment of open space areas and the location, 

species, and size of landscape material.  

(5) Architectural drawings and sketches illustrating the design and character of proposed structures, 

including elevation drawings of all principal buildings. In residential planned unit developments with 

single-family homes, the Plan Commission may approve site and architectural design guidelines 

contained within a declaration of covenants, deed restrictions, or other similar documents, in lieu of 

reviewing the plans for each individual single-family residence.  

(6) Location of all utility installations.  



(7) A detailed grading plan, including spot elevations.  

(8) Stormwater management plan.  

(9) A development schedule indicating: 

(a) The approximate date when construction of the project can be expected to begin;  

(b) The stages in which the project will be built and the approximate date when construction of each stage 

can be expected to begin;  

(c) The anticipated rate of development; and  

(d) The approximate date when the development of each of the stages will be completed.  

(10) Agreements, bylaws, provisions, or covenants that govern the organizational structure, use, maintenance 

and continued protection of the PUD and any of its common services, open areas or other facilities.  

(11) Any other plans, documents or schedules required by the Plan Commission or Village Board.  

B. Following determination by the Village staff that the submittal of the specific implementation plan is 

complete, the specific implemental plan shall be placed on the agenda of the Plan Commission for 

review, consideration, and action.  

§ 365-34 Review and approval of specific implementation plan; effect.  

A. The Plan Commission shall review the specific implementation plan for consistency with the previously 

approved general development plan, the spirit and intent of this chapter, and the Village's 

Comprehensive Plan. The Plan Commission may hold a public hearing or informational meetings at this 

stage, but it is not required. The Plan Commission must determine that the specific implementation plan 

is reasonably consistent with the approved general development plan.  

B. If the Plan Commission recommends approval of the specific implementation plan, complete 

documentation describing the specific implementation plan and any contracts (e.g., development 

agreements) that the Plan Commission deems necessary for the implementation of the plan shall be 

prepared, reviewed by Village staff for completeness, and once complete shall be placed on the agenda 

of the Village Board for approval.  

C. The Village Board shall review and consider the Plan Commission's recommendation on the specific 

implementation plan, and if the Village Board determines that the specific implementation plan is 

reasonably consistent with the previously approved general development plan, it shall approve the 

specific implementation plan.  

D. The specific implemental plan shall not take effect unless: 

(1) All owners of the land parcels included within the portion of the PUD District for which the specific 

implementation plan relates consents to the specific implementation plan and have signed an 

acknowledgement to that effect.  



(2) All contracts or development agreements deemed necessary by the Plan Commission or Village Board 

to guarantee the implementation of the development according to the terms and conditions established 

as a part of the general development plan and the specific implementation plan are entered into between 

the owner/applicant and the Village. The Village shall have the right, if deemed appropriate, to require 

the inclusion of a performance bond or other security deemed satisfactory to the Village Attorney.  

E. The specific implementation plan shall be filed with the Village, however it does not need to be 

recorded at the Sauk County Register of Deeds if the affidavit of notice of PUD zoning has been 

recorded pursuant to § 365-32.  

F. Once the specific implementation plan is approved and takes effect, the Village may issue building and 

other permits consistent with the approved specific implementation plan.  

G. Lapse. If no substantial development progress has occurred within one year after the specific 

implementation plan takes effect, the specific implementation plan approval shall lapse. The Plan 

Commission may grant one or more extensions for good cause shown, and any such extensions shall 

expressly state the new deadline for development of the specific implementation plan.  

§ 365-35 Amendment of plans.  

Any subsequent change of use of any lot or parcel of land or addition or modification of the plans shall be 

submitted for approval to the Plan Commission. If such change or modification constitutes a substantial 

alteration of the specific implementation plan in the opinion of the Plan Commission, the specific 

implementation plan shall be required to be amended through the same procedures used to approve and file a 

specific implementation plan as described in §§ 365-33, 365-34 and 365-35 before any amendment or change 

is effective. If the change does not constitute a substantial alteration of the specific implementation plan, the 

change may take effect upon approval of the Plan Commission. Any approved modifications shall be 

documented and filed with the Village. 

Article IX  

Schedule of Regulations  

§ 365-36 Area, height and yard regulations.  

The requirements as to area, height and setback dimension for each of the established districts shall be as 

shown in the Schedule of Regulations (Attachment 365a), except as modified by the provisions of Article 

XIX. Areas and dimensions provided may exceed indicated minimums or may be less than indicated 

maximums. 

Article X  

General Use Regulations  

§ 365-37 Application for zoning permit.  

Applications for a zoning permit shall be made to the Zoning Inspector on forms furnished by him. 

Applications shall be submitted in duplicate, except that when a site plan approval under Article XI of this 

chapter is required, they shall be submitted in quadruplicate. They shall include the following, where 

applicable: 

A. Name and address of the applicant, owner of the site, architect, professional engineer, or contractor.  

B. Description of the subject site by lot, block and recorded subdivision, or by metes and bounds, address 



of the subject site, type of structure, existing and proposed operation or use of structure or site, number 

of employees, and the zoning district within which the subject site lies.  

C. Plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor showing the location, boundaries, dimensions, 

elevations, uses and size of the following: subject site, existing and proposed structures, existing and 

proposed easements, streets and other public ways, off-street parking and loading areas and driveways, 

existing highway access restrictions, and existing and proposed front, side and rear yards. In addition, 

the plat of survey shall show the location, elevation and use of any abutting lands and their structures 

within 40 feet of the subject site.  

D. Proposed sewage disposal plan, if municipal sewerage service is not available. This plan shall be 

reviewed by the Village Engineer to ascertain that satisfactory, adequate and safe sewage disposal is 

possible on the site as proposed by the plan, in accordance with applicable local, county and state health 

agency regulations.  

E. Proposed water supply plan, if municipal water service is not available. This plan shall be reviewed by 

the Village Engineer. The owner shall certify, in writing, that an adequate and safe supply of water will 

be provided.  

F. Additional information as may be required by the Plan Commission, Village Engineer, and Zoning, 

Building, Plumbing or Health Inspectors, including all information required for site plan approval under 

Article XI.  

§ 365-38 Issuance and term of zoning permit.  

The zoning permit shall be granted or denied in writing by the Zoning Inspector within 30 days of the date of 

application, or with 60 days of the date when site plan approval or a conditional use permit is required. The 

zoning permit shall expire within six months of the date of issuance unless substantial work has commenced. 

Any permit issued in conflict with the provisions of this chapter shall be null and void. 

§ 365-39 Certificate of occupancy.  

No vacant land shall be occupied or used, except for agricultural purposes, and no buildings hereafter erected 

or structurally altered shall be occupied or used until a certificate of occupancy shall have been issued by the 

Zoning Inspector. A certificate of occupancy is required for any change of type of occupancy or use of any 

building or land. 

A. Application for a certificate of occupancy shall be made coincident with the application for a zoning 

permit. The application shall state the intended use of the land or building.  

B. A certificate of occupancy shall be granted within 10 days after notification by the owner of completion 

of buildings or structural alterations indicated in the zoning permit, in accordance with the plans 

submitted with the permit application and applicable provisions of this chapter and the health and 

building laws and ordinances.  

§ 365-40 Site restrictions.  

A. Establishment of grades. Every building hereafter erected, structurally altered, or relocated shall be at a 

grade approved by the Village Engineer as being in satisfactory relationship with the established street 

grades, or with the existing street grades where none is established, with particular consideration for 

proper drainage and safe vehicular access.  



B. Preservation of topography. In order to protect the property owner from possible damage due to change 

in the existing grade of adjoining lands and to aid in preserving and protecting the natural beauty and 

character of the landscape, no change in the existing topography of any land shall be made which would 

result in increasing any portion of the slope to a ratio greater than 1 1/2 horizontal to one vertical within 

a distance of 20 feet from the property line, except with the written consent of the owner of the abutting 

property and with the approval of the Zoning Inspector, or which would alter the existing drainage or 

topography in any way as to adversely affect the adjoining property. In no case shall any slope exceed 

the normal angle of slippage of the material involved, and all slopes shall be protected against erosion.  

C. Unsuitable land. No land shall be used or structure erected where the land is held by the Village Board 

to be unsuitable for such use or structure by reason of flooding, concentrated runoff, inadequate 

drainage, adverse soil or rock formation, unfavorable topography, low percolation rate or bearing 

strength, erosion susceptibility, or any other feature likely to be harmful to the health, safety, prosperity, 

aesthetics and general welfare of the community. The Plan Commission, in applying the provisions of 

this chapter, shall, in writing, recite the particular facts upon which it bases its conclusion that the land is 

not suitable for certain uses. The applicant shall have an opportunity to present evidence contesting such 

unsuitability if he so desires. Thereafter, the Plan Commission may affirm, modify, or withdraw its 

determination of unsuitability.  

D. Lots. All lots shall abut upon a public street, and each lot shall have a minimum frontage and area as set 

forth in the Schedule of Regulations set forth in Article IX.  

E. Principal structures. All principal structures shall be located on a lot, and only one principal structure 

shall be located, erected or move onto a lot, except for planned unit developments in accordance with 

the provisions of this chapter.  

F. Street dedication. No zoning permit shall be issued for lot which abuts a public street dedicated to only a 

portion of its proposed width and located on that side thereof from which the required dedication has not 

been secured.  

G. Private sewer and water. In any district where public sewerage service is not available, the width and 

area of all lots shall be sufficient to permit the use of an on-site sewage disposal system, designed in 

accordance with Ch. Comm 83, Wis. Adm. Code. When public sewers and/or public water service is 

available, connections must be made to these facilities.  

§ 365-41 Use restrictions.  

The following use restrictions and regulations shall apply: 

A. Permitted uses. Only those permitted uses specified for a district, their essential services, and the uses 

set out in this section shall be permitted in that district.  

B. Accessory uses. Accessory uses are permitted in any district, but not until their principal building is 

present or under construction. Accessory uses include professional home offices; home occupations; 

incidental repairs; storage; parking facilities; gardening; servant, owner, itinerant agricultural laborer 

and watchman quarters not for rent; private swimming pools; and private emergency shelters. Except as 

otherwise regulated in this chapter, accessory uses shall not include the keeping, propagation or culture 

of pigeons, poultry, or livestock.  



C. Conditional uses. Conditional uses may be permitted when approved by the Plan Commission in 

accordance with the provisions of Article XIX.  

D. Unclassified or unspecified uses. Unclassified or unspecified uses may be permitted by right or as 

conditional uses by the Plan Commission, provided that the Commission determines that such uses are 

similar in character to one or more uses that are listed as permitted or conditional uses in the district. 

Each such determination is subject to any federal, state, or other regulation that affects whether an 

unlisted use may be allowed, including but not limited to Chapter 91, Wis. Stats. And ATCP 49, Wis. 

Admin. Code.  

E. Temporary uses. Temporary uses, such as real estate sales field offices or shelters for materials and 

equipment being used in the construction of a permanent structure, may be permitted by the Zoning 

Inspector for a period of 12 months, in accordance with the provisions of Article XX Temporary Uses.  

F. Performance standards. Performance standards listed in Article XIII shall be complied with by all uses 

in all districts.  

G. Mobile homes. No mobile home shall be used for the purpose of habitation except within an approved 

mobile home park.  

§ 365-42 Joint use.  

No part of any lot, yard, parking area, or other space required for a structure or use shall be used for any other 

structure or use. 

§ 365-43 Violations.  

No person shall construct or use any structure, land, or water in violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter. In case of any violation, the Village Board, the Zoning Inspector, the Plan Commission, or any 

property owner who would be specifically damaged by such violation may institute appropriate action or 

proceeding to enjoin a violation of this chapter. 

Article XI  

Site Plan Approval  

§ 365-44 When required.  

A. All applications for zoning permits for any construction, reconstruction, expansion or conversion, except 

for one-family and two-family residences in residential districts, shall require site plan approval by the 

Plan Commission in accordance with the requirements of this chapter.  

B. In addition, the Zoning Inspector may require the Plan Commission to approve plans for any one-family 

or two-family residential structure.  

§ 365-45 Submission of application, plans and specifications.  

An application for any such zoning permit shall be submitted to the Zoning Inspector. The applicant shall 

also submit a site plan and sufficient plans and specifications of proposed buildings, machinery and 

operations to enable the Plan Commission or its expert consultants to determine whether the proposed 

application meets all the requirements applicable thereto in this chapter. The Zoning Inspector maintains a 

worksheet describing current fees and procedures, including information and materials that are required with 

a site plan. 



§ 365-46 Review and issuance procedure.  

The Zoning Inspector shall make a preliminary review of the application and plans and refer them, along 

with a report of his findings, to the Plan Commission within 10 days. The Plan Commission shall review the 

application and may refer the application and plans to one or more expert consultants selected by the 

Commission to advise whether the application and plans meet all the requirements applicable thereto in this 

chapter. Within 45 days of its receipt of the application, the Commission shall authorize the Zoning Inspector 

to issue or refuse a zoning permit. The Zoning Inspector shall then act on the permit within five days, in 

accordance with the recommendation of the Commission. 

§ 365-47 Considerations by Plan Commission.  

In acting on any site plan, the Plan Commission shall consider the following: 

A. The appropriateness of the site plan and buildings in relation to the physical character of the site and the 

usage of adjoining land areas.  

B. The layout of the site with regard to entrances and exits to public streets, the arrangement and 

improvement of interior roadways, and the location, adequacy and improvement of areas for parking 

and for loading and unloading and shall, in this connection, satisfy itself that the traffic pattern 

generated by the proposed construction or use shall be developed in a manner consistent with the safety 

of residents and the community, and the applicant shall so design the construction or use as to minimize 

any traffic hazard created thereby.  

C. The adequacy of the proposed water supply, drainage facilities, and sanitary and waste disposal.  

D. The landscaping and appearance of the completed site. The Plan Commission may require that those 

portions of all front, rear and side yards not used for off-street parking shall be attractively planted with 

trees, shrubs, plants or grass lawns and that the site be effectively screened so as not to impair the value 

of adjacent properties nor impair the intent or purposes of this chapter.  

§ 365-48 Effect on municipal services.  

Before granting any site approval, the Plan Commission may, in addition to obtaining advice from the 

Village Engineer or other municipal officials, request additional information with special attention to the 

effect of such approval upon existing municipal services and utilities. If additional facilities are deemed 

needed, the Plan Commission shall forward its recommendations to the Village Board and shall not issue 

final approval until the Village Board has entered into an agreement with the applicant regarding the 

development of such facilities. 

§ 365-49 Fees and costs.  

A fee as set by the Village Board will be charged as estimated by the Zoning Inspector. The applicant will 

also be required to pay the cost of any consultant reports which may be required by the Plan Commission 

under § 365-46 of this chapter. Fees for zoning permits in the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction shall be 

based on a schedule recommended by the Joint Committee and adopted by resolution of the Village Board. 

Article XII  

Architectural Control  

§ 365-50 Purpose.  

The purpose of this chapter is to encourage the physical development of the Village in a way that will 

provide the maximum degree of aesthetic satisfaction through architectural and natural beauty and harmony 



and thereby provide for the well-being of its inhabitants, as well as for greater economic stability, through 

preservation and enhancement of property values. The architectural appearance of buildings erected, 

remodeled or placed within the Village is regulated with this purpose in mind. Such regulation, however, is 

not intended to impose a pattern of regimented conformity to any specific architectural style established by 

the governing body or review board, or the existing residents of any area, but is intended solely to prevent 

any development which would substantially affect adversely the character of the neighborhood, reduce its 

desirability, and depreciate surrounding property values. 

§ 365-51 Standards applying to all districts.  

A. No building shall be permitted, the design or exterior appearance of which is unorthodox or abnormal in 

relation to the surroundings as to be unsightly or offensive to generally accepted tastes.  

B. No building shall be permitted, the design or exterior appearance of which is identical with those 

adjoining as to create excessive monotony and drabness.  

C. No building shall be permitted where any exposed facade is not constructed or faced with a finished 

material which is aesthetically compatible with other facades and presents an attractive appearance to 

the public and to surrounding properties.  

D. No building shall be permitted to be located in a manner which would unnecessarily destroy or 

substantially damage the natural beauty of the area, particularly as it would adversely affect values 

incident to ownership of land in that area, or which would unreasonably affect adversely the beauty and 

general enjoyment of existing residences on adjoining properties.  

§ 365-52 Standards applying to the B-C District.  

A. Any river-facing facade shall be designed and constructed with the same quality and materials as 

facades facing Water Street in the B-C District.  

B. Upper-story balconies and bay windows may project up to 36 inches over the sidewalk, though no closer 

than 36 inches to the street curb.  

C. If used, awnings shall project at least 24 inches from the building face. If illuminated, awnings shall be 

lit from above; backlit, glowing awnings are prohibited.  

§ 365-53 Architectural Review Board.  

A. The Architectural Review Board shall be appointed by the Village President subject to confirmation by 

the Village Board. The Architectural Review Board shall meet on call to hear and review any case 

submitted to it pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.  

B. The membership of the Architectural Review Board shall consist of three persons, one of whom shall be 

a licensed architect, landscape architect or similarly qualified professional.  

C. The Architectural Review Board shall keep records of all its proceedings, and its decisions shall be 

stated in writing, including the specific reasons for refusing a permit or for any conditions of approval.  

D. The members of the Architectural Review Board shall receive such compensation as the Village Board 

shall from time to time designate.  



§ 365-54 Submission of plans.  

In order to ensure that no proposed building would be in conflict with the provisions of this chapter, the 

Building Inspector shall submit to the Architectural Review Board the plans for such building, including 

adequate elevations or sketches to enable the Board to judge the building's appearance, and shall not issue a 

building permit until the Architectural Review Board has approved such plans. 

§ 365-55 Appeals.  

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Architectural Review Board shall have the right to appeal such 

decision to the Board of Appeals, provided that such appeal is taken within 90 days of the final action of the 

Architectural Review Board. 

§ 365-56 Fee.  

A fee as set by the Village Board will be charged for the review conducted by the Architectural Review 

Board. The fee shall be paid prior to any review by said Board and shall not be refundable. 

Article XIII  

Performance Standards  

§ 365-57 Purpose; compliance required.  

This chapter permits specific uses in specific districts, and these performance standards are designed to limit, 

restrict and prohibit the effects of those uses outside their premises or district. No structure, land, or water 

shall hereafter be used except in compliance with the district regulations and with the following performance 

standards. 

§ 365-58 Air pollution.  

No activity shall emit any fly ash, dust, fumes, vapors, mists, or gases in such quantities as to cause soiling or 

danger to the health of persons, animals, vegetation, or other forms of property. No activity shall emit any 

liquid or solid particles in concentrations exceeding 0.3 grain per cubic foot of the conveying gas nor any 

color visible smoke equal to or darker than No. 2 on the Ringlemann Chart described in the United States 

Bureau of Mines' Information Circular 7718 in any industrial district. 

§ 365-59 Fire and explosive hazards.  

All activities involving the manufacturing, utilization, processing, or storage of inflammable and explosive 

materials shall be provided with adequate safety devices against the hazard of fire and explosion and with 

adequate fire-fighting and fire-suppression equipment and devices that are standard in the industry. All 

materials that range from active to intense burning shall be manufactured, utilized, processed and stored only 

in completely enclosed buildings which have incombustible exterior walls and an automatic fire-

extinguishing system. 

§ 365-60 Light, glare and heat.  

A. The maximum light trespass allowed on adjacent properties is 0.5 footcandle onto residential property 

and 2.0 footcandles for nonresidential property, as measured at the ground level by any orientation of 

the measuring device.  

B. All exterior light sources shall be fully shielded, meaning that all light emitted by the fixture, either 

directly from the lamp or a diffusing element, or indirectly by reflection or refraction from any part of 

the luminaire, is projected below the horizontal as determined by photometric test or certified by the 

manufacturer.  

C. Any operation producing intense glare or heat, such as combustion or welding, shall be performed 



within a completely enclosed building in such a manner as not to create a public nuisance or hazard 

across lot lines.  

§ 365-61 Liquid or solid wastes.  

No activity shall discharge at any point onto any land or into any water or public sewer any materials of such 

nature, quantity, noxiousness, toxicity, or temperature that they can contaminate, pollute, or harm the 

quantity or quality of any water supply; can cause the emission of dangerous or offensive elements; can 

overload the existing municipal utilities; or can injure or damage persons or property. 

§ 365-62 Noise.  

A. No activity shall produce a sound level outside its premises that exceeds the following sound levels, 

measured by a sound-level meter and associated octave band filter: 

Octave Band Frequency 

(cycles per second) 

Sound Level 

(decibels) 

0 to 75 72 

76 to 150 67 

151 to 300 59 

301 to 600 52 

601 to 1,200 46 

1,201 to 2,400 40 

2,401 to 4,800 34 

Above 4,800 32 

B. All noise shall be so muffled or otherwise controlled as not to become objectionable due to 

intermittence, duration, beat frequency, impulse character, or shrillness.  

C. There shall be no disturbance from construction noise before 6:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m., except in 

cases of emergency work.  

§ 365-63 Vibration.  

There shall be no vibrations emanating from any operation which will be discernible to human feeling 

beyond the boundaries of the immediate side. 

§ 365-64 Odors.  

No activity shall emit any odorous matter of such nature or quantity as to be offensive, obnoxious, or 

unhealthful outside its premises. 

§ 365-65 Radioactivity and electrical disturbances.  

No activity shall emit radioactivity or electrical disturbances outside its premises that are dangerous or 

adversely affect the use of neighboring premises. 

Article XIV  

Accessory Buildings  

§ 365-66 Time of construction.  

No accessory building or structure shall be constructed on any lot prior to the time of construction of the 

principal building to which it is an accessory. 

§ 365-67 Zoning and conditional use permits required.  

Any accessory building must have a zoning permit as well as a conditional use permit prior to its erection, 



placement or construction on the lot. 

§ 365-68 Size restrictions.  

A. See the Schedule of Regulations, Article IX,  

B. The following limitations shall apply to accessory buildings in the R-1-A, R-1-B, and R-2 residential 

districts: 

(1) The maximum size of any accessory building, including a private garage, shall be 900 square feet.  

(2) The maximum number of accessory buildings on a parcel shall be two.  

(3) The maximum number of garage stalls for vehicles (enclosed or carport) shall be three.  

(4) The total floor area of all buildings shall not exceed the total floor area of the principal structure, 

excluding any attached garage or carport.  

§ 365-69 Location in residential districts.  

No accessory building in a residential district shall be erected in any yard except a rear yard, and all 

accessory buildings shall have setbacks as provided in the Schedule of Regulations. 

Article XV  

Signs  

§ 365-70 Definitions.  

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated: 

ABANDONED SIGN  

Any sign remaining in place which for a period of 90 consecutive days or more no longer advertises or 

identifies an ongoing business, product, service, idea, or commercial activity located on the site or has 

not been properly maintained in accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 

BANNER  

A suspended sign made of a flexible material such as canvas, sailcloth, plastic, paper, or fabric of any 

kind, and intended to be displayed on a temporary basis. A decorative banner is a banner containing no 

message or logo that is displayed for the purpose of adding color or interest to the surroundings or to the 

building to which it is attached. A flag or canopy shall not be considered a banner. 

CANOPY  

A permanent roof structure over a space that is completely unenclosed on at least two sides. A canopy 

may be attached to a building or free-standing with four open sides as an accessory to a principal 

building. 

DIRECTLY ILLUMINATED SIGN  

Any sign designed to give any artificial light directly through any transparent or translucent material 

from a source of light originating within or on such sign. 

ELECTRONIC VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGN  

A changeable copy sign or portion thereof which can be electronically changed or rearranged without 



altering the face or the surface of the sign, not including signage or portions thereof displaying time and 

temperature. 

FACADE  

Any separate face or surface of a building, including parapet walls, canopies and roof surfaces or any 

part of a building which encloses or covers usable space. Where separate facades are oriented in the 

same direction, or where the inside angle at the intersection of two surfaces is greater than 135°, they are 

to be considered as part of a single facade. 

FLAG  

A device generally made of flexible material, such as cloth, paper, or plastic, and displayed from a pole, 

cable or rope. It may or may not include copy. 

GARAGE SALE SIGN  

A sign erected prior to or during an estate sale, yard sale or rummage sale used to dispose of personal 

household possessions. 

GROUND SIGN  

Any free-standing sign that is supported by structures or supports in or upon the ground and independent 

of support from any building. A single sign structure having two identical or nearly identical faces back 

to back shall constitute a single sign. For the purposes of this definition, a ground sign is intended to 

refer to a primary, permanent, ground-mounted sign, not a temporary sign or sign that is ancillary to the 

primary sign, such as a directional sign or portable sign. 

HANGING SIGN  

A sign that is suspended from the underside of a surface and is supported by such surface. 

LOT  

Any piece or parcel of land, the boundaries of which have been established by some legal instrument of 

public record, that is recognized and intended as a unit for the purpose of a recordable transfer of 

ownership. Where two or more lots are lawfully subject to a single use or activity all such lots shall be 

considered a single lot. 

MEMORIAL SIGN  

A sign or tablet memorializing a person, event, place or structure. 

PERMANENT  

When used in reference to a sign, means that the sign is constructed of durable materials and intended to 

exist for an indefinite period of time or the duration of the time that the use or occupant is located on the 

premises and is generally, but not necessarily, affixed to the ground or structure. Unless the context 

clearly dictates otherwise, the term "permanent" in this chapter is not intended to mean literal 

permanence, but rather it is meant to distinguish such signs from more transient or temporary signage. 

PORTABLE SIGN  

A type of temporary sign that is not permanently attached to the ground or a building or not designed to 

be permanently attached to the ground or a building, including but not limited to, trailers or other 



vehicles that are used principally as a sign and are not used daily for business purposes, posters, 

"sandwich boards" or other freestanding signboards, regardless of whether such signs are attached to the 

ground or to a building or structure. 

PROJECTING SIGN  

A sign that is attached to the wall of a building and projects more than 15 inches beyond such wall. 

PUBLIC WAY  

Any city, county, or state right-of-way, any land between the edge of a street and the boundary of a lot. 

REAL ESTATE SIGN  

A sign erected in during the period that the premises upon which the sign is located is being actively 

marketed for sale, rental or lease. 

SIGN  

Any display of lettering, logos, colors, lights, or illuminated neon tubes visible to the public from 

outside of a building or from a traveled way, that either conveys a message to the public, or intends to 

advertise, direct, invite, announce or draw attention to any event, goods, products, services, facilities, 

persons, property interest or business. 

STREET FRONTAGE  

The boundary of a lot that abuts a public right-of-way. 

TEMPORARY SIGN  

Any sign that is not a permanent sign. 

WALL SIGN  

A sign that is attached to a wall of a building and is affixed parallel to the wall at a distance of not more 

than 15 inches from the surface of the wall. 

WINDOW SIGN  

Any sign located completely within an enclosed building and visible from a public way or placed upon a 

window. Merchandise or merchandise displays within the premises and visible from the exterior shall 

not be considered a window sign under this definition. 

§ 365-71 Permit required.  

No sign shall hereafter be located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, converted or 

structurally altered without a zoning permit, except those signs listed in § 365-73 of this chapter, and without 

being in conformity with the provisions of this chapter. The sign shall also meet all the structural 

requirements of the Building Code. 

§ 365-72 Regulations pertaining to specific sign types.  

A. Temporary signs and banners. Temporary signs and banners are permitted, subject to the following 

limitations. 

(1) Permit required: No sign or banner may be displayed unless a permit has been obtained from the Village 

Administrator. Temporary sign permits will be provided in the form of a sticker, to be affixed to the 

sign, indicating the permitted installation and removal dates. There is no fee for this permit.  



(2) Number: One temporary sign may be displayed facing each street frontage, and no more than two signs 

may be displayed on any lot.  

(3) Size: A temporary sign shall not exceed 30 square feet. If any sign or banner is freestanding and visible 

from multiple sides, the total area of all visible surfaces is limited to 30 square feet.  

(4) Location: Temporary signs shall be located only upon the premises to which the special, unique, or 

limited activity, service product, sale, or promotion is to occur. Temporary signs promoting an event 

may be located off premises with the written permission of the owner of the property on which the sign 

is installed.  

(5) Duration: No temporary signs may be displayed for a period exceeding 21 days, or displayed three days 

after termination of the activity, service, project, sale, or event to which the sign pertains, whichever 

comes first. Each parcel is limited to a maximum of 90 days total display of temporary signs in a 

calendar year.  

(6) Installation requirements: All temporary banners shall be constructed, anchored and supported in a 

manner which reasonably prevents the possibility of such signs becoming hazards to the public health 

and safety.  

B. Portable signs. Portable signs are permitted, subject to the following limitations: 

(1) Permit required: An annual sign permit shall be issued before a stationary portable sign may be erected. 

Such permit shall only be valid during the calendar year during which it is issued.  

(2) Construction: A sign shall be manufactured to a professional standard of construction, finish and 

graphics. A portable sign shall be free-standing, self-supported and constructed of substantial materials 

such as wood, metal or plastic such that the sign will reasonably withstand the elements.  

(3) Size and design regulations: A portable sandwich board sign shall not exceed six square feet in surface 

area per side, with a maximum of two signable sides or faces, and no more than three feet in height or 

two feet in width. A trailer or vehicle sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in surface area per side.  

(4) Number: One portable sign may be displayed per business or occupant in any commercial or industrial 

area.  

(5) Location: A portable sign is restricted to the lot of the business establishment to which a permit has been 

issued, except a sandwich board sign may be located in the public right-of-way in front of the premises 

only where no front setback is required.  

(6) Placement: A portable sandwich board sign may be placed in the public way only where a minimum 

five-foot-wide clear sidewalk is maintained. In no event shall a portable sign be placed on any bicycle 

path. The placement of a portable sign shall not obstruct access to any crosswalk, mailbox, curb cut, fire 

hydrant, fire escape, fire door, building entrance, public parking space or any other public property, nor 

shall a sign obstruct the ability of persons to exit/enter vehicles parked along the curb;  

(7) Illumination: A portable sign shall not be illuminated.  



(8) Time limitations and removal: A portable sign may be displayed only during business hours. Such sign 

must be removed and safely stored out of view during times when the business is not open to the public. 

Trailers or other vehicles that are not used principally as a sign may be parked on the lot when the 

business is not open to the public, as long as they are not parked in substantially the same location for 

more than 24 hours.  

(9) Enforcement. Portable signs located within the public right-of-way are a privilege and not a right. The 

Village in permitting placement of such signs in the public right of way reserves the right to require 

their removal at any time because of anticipated or unanticipated problems or conflicts. To the extent 

possible, the permittee shall be given prior notice of any time period during which, or location at which, 

the placement of portable signs is prohibited.  

(10) Indemnification: Where a temporary, portable sign is permitted in the public right-of-way, the owner, 

lessee or lessor of the business to which a permit has been issued and the property owner shall agree in 

writing to fully indemnify and hold the Village harmless for any personal injury or property damage 

resulting from the existence or operation of said sign, and shall furnish evidence of general liability 

insurance in the amount of $50,000 with the Village as additional named insured or provide other 

security to the satisfaction of the Village Administrator.  

C. Electronic variable message sign. Any sign type may be an electronic variable message sign subject to 

the following regulations: 

(1) Surface area: The areas of electronic variable message signs capable of displaying copy shall not exceed 

40 square feet and shall be included within the maximum aggregate sign surface area allowed for the 

type and location of sign upon which the changeable copy is displayed.  

(2) Length of cycle. The electronic changeable copy or images shall not alternate, change, fade in, fade out, 

or otherwise change more frequently than once every six seconds. Electronic variable message sign 

signs may not display scrolling, racing, pixelating or moving characters or images, or similar actions 

that convey motion.  

(3) Color. All copy, characters or other changeable images shall be of one color only, with light copy on a 

dark background.  

(4) Brightness: An electronic variable message sign shall not produce light in excess of three footcandles at 

the front lot line and one footcandle at all other lot lines, measured three feet above the surface of the 

ground after sunset. Signs may be equipped with photosensitive equipment which automatically adjusts 

the brightness and contrast of the sign in direct relation to the ambient outdoor illumination to allow for 

greater brightness during daylight conditions.  

(5) Maintenance: Any electronic variable message sign shall be maintained so as to be able to display 

messages in a complete and legible manner.  

§ 365-73 Sign regulations pertaining to specific zoning districts.  

A. Signs in residential and agricultural districts. Only those signs listed in this section are permitted in 

residential and agricultural districts. All other signs are prohibited. 



(1) Signs over shop windows or doors of a nonconforming business or industrial establishment announcing, 

without display or elaboration, only the name and occupation of the proprietor and not to exceed two 

feet in height and 20 feet in length.  

(2) Real estate signs, not to exceed eight square feet in area, which advertise the sale, rental, or lease of the 

premises upon which the signs are temporarily located.  

(3) Name, occupation and warning signs, not to exceed two square feet, located on the premises.  

(4) Bulletin boards for public, charitable or religious institutions, not to exceed 15 square feet in area, 

located on the premises.  

(5) Memorial signs, tablets, names of buildings and date of erection when cut into any masonry surface or 

when constructed of metal and affixed flat against a structure.  

(6) Official signs, such as traffic control and parking restrictions, information and notices.  

(7) Temporary signs or banners, when authorized by the Plan Commission.  

B. Signs in business and industrial districts. Signs are permitted in all business and industrial districts, 

subject to the following restrictions: 

(1) Ground signs. Ground signs will be permitted in lieu of signs on building facades, subject to the size 

restrictions of the sign replaced, and must observe all applicable building setback lines and shall not 

exceed 25 feet in height.  

(2) Termination of a business. At the termination of a business, commercial, or industrial enterprise, all 

signs shall forthwith be removed from public view. Responsibility for violation shall reside with the 

property owner, according to the latest official tax roll listings.  

(3) Shopping centers or industrial parks. In a shopping center or industrial park, one freestanding 

identification sign may be permitted showing the name of said center or park and the represented 

businesses or industries. The area of the sign shall not exceed 100 square feet on one face and 200 

square feet on all faces. The sign shall not be permitted within 20 feet of right-of-way line of the street.  

(4) Surface display area. The total surface display area of business or industrial signs on the front facade of 

a building shall not exceed two square feet per linear foot of width of the building street frontage. In the 

case of a building located on a corner lot, such display area on the side facing the secondary street shall 

not exceed one square foot per linear foot of the length of the building which faces the secondary street. 

Where the premises abut a parking lot, the total display area may be increased by 0.5 square foot per 

linear foot of width or length of the building fronting on such parking lot. Such increased display area 

shall only be utilized for the erection of a permitted sign on that part of the building which abuts the 

parking lot. In no case shall a permitted sign be in excess of 200 square feet, and in no case shall more 

than one of the abovementioned criteria be used to calculate allowable sign area on any one building 

facade.  

(5) Projections beyond building line. Business and industrial signs mounted on buildings shall not be 



permitted to project more than 36 inches beyond the building line. No sign shall project over any part of 

any street. Where a business structure is located at or near the public right-of-way a projecting sign may 

extend not more than 36 inches into that right-of-way.  

(6) Number of signs. No more than one business or industrial sign shall be permitted on the front facade of 

any business or industrial building, including any advertisement permanently fastened to show windows 

or display cases. Only one business or industrial sign shall be permitted on each side or rear wall of a 

business or industrial building.  

(7) Directional signs. Necessary directional ground signs, not exceeding four square feet in area, will be 

permitted. Permission to erect such signs must be obtained from the Police Department and from the 

Plan Commission.  

(8) Lighting. Business and industrial signs may be internally lighted or illuminated by a hooded reflector; 

provided, however, that such lighting shall be arranged to prevent glare, and no signs shall have lighting 

of an intermittent or varying intensity, including rotating or flashing lights. In no case shall a sign 

produce or reflect light in excess of three footcandles at the street right-of-way edge and one footcandle 

at all other lot lines, measured three feet above the surface of the ground after sunset.  

(9) Height. No sign shall be erected above the roofline of a building or, if freestanding, more than 25 feet 

from the ground.  

(10) Hanging signs. Signs shall be permitted to hang from canopies or covered walks in business or industrial 

districts, provided that there shall be only one sign, not to exceed five square feet in area, for each 

business and that the sign shall be at least 10 feet above ground level.  

(11) "Special Sale" signs. "Special Sale" or "Poster" signs are permitted in the business districts. However, 

only 25% of the store windows can be covered at any one time.  

C. Signs in the B-C District. Two-sided projecting signs that face up and down the street shall not be 

greater than 30 inches in width or 48 inches in height, shall not be greater in width than in height, and 

shall not extend more than 36 inches from the building face.  

§ 365-74 Signs exempt from permit.  

The following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this chapter, but subject to restrictions as 

described herein: 

A. Temporary signs not exceeding eight square feet in area erected while the property on which the sign is 

located is offered for sale or lease. Such signs shall be removed no later than seven days following sale 

or lease of the subject property.  

B. Temporary signs not exceeding four square feet in area erected prior to an election or referendum. Such 

signs may be erected no earlier than 60 days prior to an election or referendum and shall be removed no 

later than seven days after the election or referendum.  

C. Temporary signs not exceeding six square feet in area erected prior to or during a garage sale. Such 

signs shall be posted no more than one day prior to and shall be removed one day after the sale. (See 

also Chapter 174-2, Garage Sales.)  



D. Other signs permitted in residential and agricultural districts.  

§ 365-75 Existing signs.  

Except for billboards and signs on nonconforming uses, signs lawfully existing at the time of adoption or 

amendment of this chapter may be continued although the use, size, or location does not conform to the 

provisions of this chapter. However, it shall be deemed a nonconforming use or structure, and the provisions 

of Article XVIII of this chapter shall apply. 

§ 365-76 Prohibited signs.  

The following signs are expressly prohibited in the Village: 

A. Signs in public ways. Except for traffic signs, signs specifically permitted to project into or be located in 

the public way by this chapter, or any other sign so authorized by law, no signs shall be placed upon, 

over, or in any public way. This prohibition shall include temporary signs, including garage sale signs. 

Permits for signs projecting into any street shall be revocable as provided by the Wisconsin Statutes.  

B. Signs attached to any public utility pole or structure, street tree, fence, fire hydrant, bridge, curb, 

sidewalk, park bench, or other location on public property except as otherwise expressly permitted 

under this Code.  

C. Signs that create a traffic hazard. No sign shall be erected at any location where it may, by reason of its 

position, shape, color or other characteristics, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with 

any authorized traffic sign, traffic signal or other traffic device, nor shall any sign make use of the word 

"stop," "look," "drive-in," "danger" or any other word, phrase, symbol, or character in such a manner as 

to interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic.  

D. Animated signs, or signs having moving parts.  

E. Billboards, outdoor advertising signs and any business or industrial signs not located on the same 

property as the business or industry advertised shall not be permitted in any district.  

F. Street intersections. No sign or advertising device shall be erected or maintained at the intersection of 

streets in such a manner as to obstruct clear vision of the intersection.  

G. Obstruction of openings. Any sign so erected, constructed, or maintained as to obstruct or be attached to 

any fire escape, window, door, or opening used as a means of ingress or egress, or for fire-fighting 

purposes, or placed so as to interfere with any opening required for legal ventilation is prohibited.  

§ 365-77 Enforcement.  

A. If the Village Administrator or Building Inspector finds that any sign has been erected, altered, or is 

being maintained in violation of this section, or is in an unsafe condition as to be a menace to the safety, 

health, or welfare of the public, he or she shall give written notice to the owner thereof or the person 

entitled to possession of the sign and the owner of the real estate upon which the sign is located. No 

notice shall be required for permitted temporary signs displayed in violation of time limitations, or any 

sign in a public way in violation of this section, prior to taking enforcement action.  

B. Said letter shall notify the owner or person entitled to possession of the sign, of the specific violation or 

violations and direct that alterations, repairs or removal, whichever may be applicable, be made to bring 

said violations in conformance with the terms and conditions of this section within 15 days of such 



notification. Nonconforming signs in existence prior to January 1, 2019 shall be allowed 60 days from 

the date of notification to remove, repair or alter the sign as directed in said letter.  

C. In the event the person so notified fails or neglects to comply with or conform to the requirements of 

such notice within the fifteen-day or sixty-day period specified herein, the Village Administrator or his 

or her designee may assess a penalty as provided by § 1-12 of Village ordinances, may file an 

appropriate citation or complaint in an appropriate court of law, or take whatever other legal action may 

be necessary to cause such sign to be altered or removed. If a sign is considered abandoned, the Village, 

after notice, may remove such sign at the cost of the owner of the property upon which the sign sits. An 

invoice for such costs shall be sent to the property owner and, if not paid, shall be placed on the tax roll 

as a special charge pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.0627.  

§ 365-78 Severability and conflict.  

A. Severability. The provisions of this chapter are severable. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 

phrase, or portion of this chapter is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional, such portion shall be 

deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions thereof.  

B. Conflict. If any part of this chapter is found to be in conflict with any other ordinance or with any other 

part of this chapter, the most restrictive or highest standard shall prevail. If any part of this chapter is 

explicitly prohibited by federal or state stature that part shall not be enforced.  

§ 365-79 Bond required.  

Every applicant for a zoning permit for a sign shall, before the permit is granted, execute a surety bond in a 

sum to be fixed by the Zoning Inspector, but not to exceed $25,000, and it shall be of a form and type 

approved by the Village Attorney, indemnifying the Village by reason of the erection, construction, or 

maintenance of such sign. A liability insurance policy issued by an insurance company authorized to do 

business in the state and conforming to the requirements of this chapter may be permitted by the Village 

Attorney in lieu of a bond. 

Article XVI  

Screening, Fences and Hedges  

§ 365-80 Definitions.  

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated: 

DECORATIVE FENCE  

A fence not exceeding a height of 36 inches from ground level, made of material other than wire, metal, 

chain or poured concrete, and constructed in a substantially open pattern (such as a weave or board-and-

space pattern and not a solid pattern such as a block, concrete, or privacy pattern). 

FENCE  

Any enclosure or barrier, solid or otherwise, made of wood, iron, stone or other material, as around or 

along a yard, walkway, field, or other area, and shall include a decorative fence. 

HEDGE  

A row of bushes or small trees planted close together which may form a barrier, enclosure or boundary. 



PICKET FENCE  

A fence having a pointed post, stake, pale or peg placed vertically with the point or sharp part pointing 

upward to form a part of the fence. 

RETAINING WALL  

A solid barrier of any material constructed to hold back a mass of earth. A retaining wall shall be 

considered a fence for purposes of this article. 

§ 365-81 Fence setback in residential districts.  

No fence or portion of a fence shall be constructed within the front setback area of a building; provided, 

however, that a decorative fence may be constructed in the front setback area. Fences may be constructed 

alongside lot lines but shall not extend into the front setback area as extended to the side lot lines. Residential 

fences shall have a two-foot side yard setback and an eight-foot rear yard setback from a property line. 

§ 365-82 Fence standards.  

A. Residential fences are permitted in residential districts but shall not in any case exceed a height of eight 

feet and shall not be closer than eight feet to any public right-of-way.  

B. Security fences are permitted on the property lines, subject to setback requirements in the districts, 

except residential districts, but shall not exceed 10 feet in height and shall be of an open type similar to 

woven wire or wrought iron fencing.  

C. Prohibited fences. No fence shall be constructed which is a picket fence or which is of an otherwise 

dangerous condition, or which conducts electricity or is designed to electrically shock or which uses 

barbed wire; provided, however, that barbed wire may be used in industrially zoned areas if the devices 

securing the barbed wire to the fence are 10 feet above the ground and project toward the fenced 

property and away from any public area.  

D. Fences to be repaired. All fences shall be maintained and kept safe and in a state of good repair, and the 

finished side or decorative side of a fence shall face adjoining property.  

§ 365-83 Hedges.  

The height and setback for hedges shall be the same as outlined for fences in §§ 365-81 and 365-82 hereof; 

provided, however, that hedges three feet in height or less, from sidewalk level, may be kept in the front 

setback area, and provided further that no hedge shall be permitted in the tree lawn area or, where no tree 

lawn area exists, within four feet of any street or alley. Hedges shall be trimmed and maintained and shall not 

impede or obstruct sidewalks. 

§ 365-84 Refuse and mechanicals screening.  

Trash and recycling containers and mechanical equipment, including rooftop equipment, shall be located and 

screened so that they are not visible from a public street or from the river. 

§ 365-85 Temporary fences.  

Fences erected for the protection of planting, or to warn of construction hazards, or for similar purposes, shall 

be clearly visible or marked with colored streamers or other such warning devices at four-foot intervals. Such 

fences shall comply with the setback requirements set forth in §§ 365-81 and 365-82. The issuance of a 

permit shall not be necessary for temporary fences as described herein, but said fences shall not be erected 

for more than 45 days. 



§ 365-86 Nonconforming fences and hedges.  

Any fence or hedge existing on the effective date of this chapter and not in conformance with this article may 

be maintained, but no alteration, modification or improvement of the same shall be permitted unless as a 

result of such alteration, modification or improvement said fence or hedge shall comply with this article. 

Article XVII  

Traffic, Parking and Access  

§ 365-87 Visibility at intersections.  

A. No obstructions, such as structures, parking or vegetation, shall be permitted in any district between the 

heights of 2 1/2 feet and 10 feet above the plane through the mean curb grades within the triangular 

space formed by any two existing or proposed intersecting street or alley right-of-way lines and a line 

joining points on such lines located a minimum of 15 feet from their intersection.  

B. In the case of arterial streets intersecting with other arterial streets or railways, the distances establishing 

the triangular vision clearance space shall be increased to 50 feet. This greater restriction shall not apply 

in the B-C Central Business District.  

§ 365-88 Loading requirements.  

In all districts, adequate loading areas shall be provided so that all vehicles loading, maneuvering, or 

unloading shall be completely off the public ways and so that all vehicles need not back onto any public way. 

§ 365-89 Parking requirements.  

Off-street parking stalls shall be provided for all vehicles, in all districts and in connection with every use and 

every building at the time the use starts or the building is erected in accordance with the following: 

A. Adequate access to a public street shall be provided for each parking space.  

B. The size of each parking stall shall be not less than 180 square feet, exclusive of the space required for 

ingress and egress.  

C. Location shall be on the same lot as the principal use or not over 400 feet from the principal use.  

D. Where a commercial or residential parking area is adjacent to or directly across the street from a 

residential district, a semi-opaque fence or vegetative buffer shall be provided to screen vehicle lights, at 

least four feet in height, consistent with the requirements of Article XVI Screening, Fences and Hedges. 

No such parking area shall be closer than 10 feet to a residential district line. If requested by the 

adjacent residential property owner the Village may require a 100% opaque fence up to six feet in 

height.  

E. All off-street parking areas shall be graded and surfaced so as to be dust-free and properly drained. Any 

parking area for more than five vehicles shall have the aisles and spaces clearly marked.  

F. No front yard of a lot in any residential district, and no front yard of a lot in any business district upon 

which a dwelling unit is located, shall be used for the parking of motor vehicles, nor shall motor 

vehicles parked on any other front yard be permitted within five feet of the right-of-way line of a street.  

G. Curbs or barriers shall be installed so as to prevent parked vehicles from extending over any lot lines.  



H. Where parking spots abut a sidewalk or trail a planted strip at least four feet in width shall be established 

and maintained.  

I. Parking lots shall be designed such that every row of parking is bookended by a landscaping island no 

less than four feet in width, back of curb to back of curb, that separates the row from an adjacent 

driveway or drive aisle. No contiguous row of parking spaces may exceed 12 spaces; landscaping 

islands no less than four feet in width are required to break up larger rows of parking spaces.  

J. All parking lot islands shall be planted and maintained with perennials, shrubs and/or shade trees.  

K. Central Business District parking requirements. 

(1) No on-site parking shall be required for nonresidential uses in the Central Commercial District, unless 

specifically imposed as a condition of approval associated with a unique or unusual use or situation, as 

determined by the Village Board. Parking for the Central Business District is intended to be provided 

through a combination of on-street parking, municipal parking lots, and private on-site parking facilities. 

Property owners/applicants are encouraged to provide on-site parking to the extent possible as site 

conditions permit.  

(2) Commercial apartments shall be required to provide parking per the following options: 

(a) Within the Central Business Zoning District, parking requirements for a commercial apartment(s) may 

be met via a lease of off-street parking on other property, provided said spaces are located within 500 

feet of the subject building within which the commercial apartments are located, and provided said 

parking spaces are not required to meet the parking requirements for land uses existing on that site. The 

property owner shall provide the Village Attorney with a copy of the executed lease agreement for 

review and approval. If at any time the lease expires or is terminated, the parking requirements for the 

commercial apartments will have to be met through one of the other options provided in this section.  

(b) Within the Central Business Zoning District, parking requirements for commercial apartments may be 

met via the purchase of an annual parking permit from the Village for use of spaces within municipal 

parking lots in the downtown area, provided the following conditions are met:  

(c) Adequate land area to meet the off-street parking requirements does not exist on-site, or land area 

available on-site is or will be put to better use to support the economic health and vitality of the 

downtown, rather than as off-street parking.  

(d) At least one municipal parking lot is located within 500 feet of the building containing the commercial 

apartment(s).  

(e) The property owner agrees to assume an annual special charge or assessment on their property tax 

statement for the cost of the permit until such time that the commercial apartment use ceases, or 

required parking is provided through one of the other options described in this section.  

§ 365-90 Number of parking stalls.  

The required number of parking stalls shall be as follows: 

Use Number of Stalls 



Use Number of Stalls 

Single-family dwellings 2 per dwelling unit 

Multifamily dwellings 1.5 spaces per efficiency, 1.75 spaces per one-

bedroom unit, 2 spaces per two-bedroom unit, 0.5 

spaces per bedroom for any units with more than 2 

bedrooms; 1 space per unit must be covered 

(underground, garage or carport) 

Hotels and motels 1 per guest room plus 1 per employee on the largest 

shift 

Hospitals, clubs, lodges, sororities, dormitories, lodging 

houses and boardinghouses 

1 per 2 beds plus 1 per 3 employees 

Sanitariums, institutions, and rest and nursing homes 1 per 5 beds plus 1 per 3 employees 

Medical and dental clinics 3 per doctor 

Churches, theaters, auditoriums, community centers, 

vocational and night schools, and other places of public 

assembly 

1 per 5 seats 

Colleges and secondary and elementary schools 1 per 2 employees 

Restaurants, bars, places of entertainment, repair shops 

and retail and service stores 

1 per 300 square feet of floor area* 

Manufacturing and processing plants, laboratories and 

warehouses 

1 per employee on the largest work shift 

Financial institutions and business, governmental and 

professional offices 

1 per 300 square feet of floor area 

Funeral homes 1 per 4 seats plus 1 per vehicle used in the business 

Bowling alleys 5 per alley 

* The Plan Commission may require additional parking stalls up to a total of one per 150 square 

feet of floor area if upon consideration of the nature and impact of the proposed use additional 

parking stalls are deemed necessary to promote the stated purposes and intent of the Village's 

Zoning Ordinance. 

§ 365-91 Driveways.  

A. Purpose. For the safety of the general public, the Village of Sauk City shall determine the location, size, 

construction and number of access points to public roadways within the Village limits. It is the Village's 

intent to provide safe access to properties abutting public roadways suitable for the property to be 

developed to its highest and best use, provided that access is not deficient or dangerous to the general 

public.  

B. Permit required. No person, firm or corporation shall construct, reconstruct, alter or enlarge any private 

driveway within the limits of the dedicated portion of any public street under the control and jurisdiction 

of the Village of Sauk City without first obtaining a driveway permit therefor as provided by this 

section, except alteration by surfacing or resurfacing of a lawfully existing driveway with asphalt, 

cement or other like material which makes no significant change in the size, location, grades, elevations, 

drainage water flows or any required design standards. A driveway permit is not required when a new 

driveway is to be constructed in conjunction with the construction of a new principal structure; the 

driveway is included in the building permit process in such cases.  

C. Application for permit. Application for such permit shall be made to the Public Works and Utility 

Director on a form provided by the Village and shall be accompanied by a drawing accurately depicting 

the portion of the proposed private driveway to be constructed, reconstructed, altered or enlarged lying 

within the dedicated portion of the public street, the dimensions thereof and a statement of the materials 

proposed to be used. The fee for such permit shall be as set by the Village Board. Upon receipt of the 



application and the fee, unless the proposed private driveway is a part of construction for a building or 

other structure for which a building permit has been applied for, in which case no additional fee is 

required, the Public Works and Utility Director shall approve such application if the proposed driveway 

complies with the terms and conditions of this chapter and any other applicable Village ordinance.  

D. Application provisions. All driveway permit applications shall contain the applicant's statement that: 

(1) The applicant represents all parties in interest and that such proposed driveway is for the bona fide 

purpose of securing access to his property and not for the purpose of parking or servicing vehicles, 

advertising, storage or merchandising of goods within the dedicated portion of the Village street or for 

any other purpose.  

(2) The Village, notwithstanding the construction of such driveway, reserves the right to make any changes, 

additions, repairs or relocations within the dedicated portion of the Village street at any time, including 

relocation, reconstruction, widening and maintaining the street, without compensating the owner of such 

private driveway for the damage or destruction of such private roadway.  

(3) The permittee, his successors or assigns agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Village of Sauk City 

and its officials, officers, agents or employees against any claim or any cause of action for personal 

injury or property damage sustained by reason of the exercise of such permit.  

(4) The Village does not assume any responsibility for the removal or clearance of snow, ice or sleet or the 

opening of any windrows of such material upon such portion of such driveway within the dedicated 

portion of the Village street.  

E. Location, design and construction. The location, design and construction of driveways shall be in 

accordance with the following: 

(1) Design. Private driveways shall be of such width and so located that all of such driveways and their 

appurtenances are within the limits of the frontage abutting the street of the property served. Driveways 

shall not provide direct ingress or egress to or from any street intersection area and shall not encroach 

upon or occupy areas of the street right-of-way required for effective traffic control or for street signs or 

signals. A driveway shall be so located and constructed that vehicles approaching or using it shall have 

adequate sight distance along the street. Driveway approaches shall be at least 10 feet apart except by 

special permission from the Village Board, and driveways shall in all cases be placed wherever possible 

so as not to interfere with utilities in place.  

(2) Number. The number of driveways to serve an individual property fronting on a street shall be one, 

except where deemed necessary and feasible by the Public Works and Utility Director for reasonable 

and adequate service to the property, considering the safety, convenience and utility of the street.  

(3) Island area. The island area in the street right-of-way between successive driveways or adjoining a 

driveway and between the highway shoulder and right-of-way shall constitute a restricted area and may 

be filled in and graded only as provided in Subsection E(5) of this section.  

(4) Reconstruction of sidewalks or curb and gutter. When the construction of a driveway requires the 

removal of a curb or gutter, the new connections shall be of equivalent acceptable material and curb 



returns shall be provided or restored in a neat, workmanlike manner. The driveway surface shall be 

connected with the highway pavement and the sidewalk, if any, in a neat, workmanlike manner. The 

driveway construction shall include the replacement of such sidewalk areas which are inadequate or 

which are or may be damaged by means of vehicle travel across the sidewalk.  

(5) Restricted areas. The restricted area between successive driveways may be filled in and graded only 

when the following requirements are complied with: 

(a) The filling or draining shall be to grades approved by the Village, and, except where highway drainage 

is by means of curb and gutter, water drainage of the area shall be directed away from the street roadbed 

in a suitable manner.  

(b) Where no street side ditch separates the restricted area from the street roadbed, permanent provision 

may be required to separate the area from the street roadbed to prevent its use for driveway or parking 

purposes by construction of a border, curb, rail or posts as may be required by the Public Works and 

Utility Director.  

(6) Relocation of utilities. Any costs of relocating public utilities shall be the responsibility of the property 

owner, with approval of the Village Board or authorized committee thereof necessary before any utility 

may be relocated and the driveway installed.  

(7) Construction across sidewalks. All driveway entrances and approaches which are constructed across 

sidewalks shall be of concrete constructed in accordance with the requirements for sidewalk 

construction listed in this Code, insofar as such requirements are applicable, including thickness 

requirements.  

(8) Location. Vehicular entrances and exits to drive-in theaters, banks and restaurants; motels; funeral 

homes; vehicular sales, service, washing and repair stations; garages; or public parking lots shall not be 

less than 200 feet from any pedestrian entrance or exit to a school, college, university, church, hospital, 

park, playground, library, public emergency shelter, or other place of public assembly.  

(9) Variances. Any of the above requirements may be varied by the Village Board, upon the 

recommendation of the Public Works and Utility Director, in such instances where the peculiar nature of 

the property or the design of the street may make the rigid adherence to the above requirements 

impossible or impractical.  

F. Commercial and industrial driveways. The following regulations are applicable to driveways serving 

commercial or industrial establishments: 

(1) Width of drive. No part of a private driveway located within the dedicated area of a public street shall, 

except as hereinafter provided, have a width greater than 35 feet measured at right angles to the center 

line of said driveway, except as increased by permissible radii. In instances where the nature of the 

commercial or industrial activity or the physical characteristics of the land would require a driveway of 

greater width than herein specified, the Village Board in its discretion may permit a driveway of 

additional width.  

(2) Angular placement of driveway. The angle between the center line of the driveway and the curbline 



shall not be less than 45°.  

(3) Island areas. Where the public sidewalk is adjacent to the curb, an island of a minimum length of six 

feet measured along the curbline shall be placed between each entrance to a Village street. The curb 

shall be left intact for the length of this island. Where the public sidewalk is remote from the curb, an 

island of a minimum length of 10 feet measured along the right-of-way line shall be maintained along 

each entrance to the Village street. All flares shall be tangent to the curbline. A curb length of not less 

than three feet shall be left undisturbed adjacent to each property line to serve as an island area in the 

event an adjoining property owner applies for a driveway permit to serve his property.  

G. Residential driveways. The following regulations are applicable to driveways serving residential 

property: 

(1) Width of driveways. Openings for vehicular ingress and egress shall be at least 10 feet wide at the 

property line for residential properties but shall not exceed 24 feet at the property line and 30 feet at the 

curb opening.  

(2) Angular placement. The center line of the drive may be parallel to the property line of the lot where 

access is required or at right angles to the curbline.  

(3) Length of driveways. Minimum length of driveway is 22 feet from lot line to the building structure.  

H. Appeal. Any person feeling himself aggrieved by the refusal of the Public Works and Utility Director to 

issue a permit for a private driveway may appeal such refusal to the Village Board within 20 days after 

such refusal to issue such permit is made.  

I. Prohibited driveways. 

(1) No person, firm or corporation shall place, construct or locate, or cause to be placed, constructed or 

located, any obstruction or structure within the limits of any public road, highway or street in the Village 

of Sauk City except as permitted by this section. As used herein, the word "structure" includes a private 

driveway a portion of which extends into any public road, highway or street and which is in 

nonconformance with this section.  

(2) No driveway shall be closer than 10 feet to the extended street line at an intersection. At street 

intersections a driveway shall not provide direct ingress or egress to or from the street intersection area 

and shall not occupy areas of the roadway deemed necessary by the Village for effective traffic control 

or for highway signs or signals.  

(3) The grade of that portion of any private driveway or pedestrian path located within the limits of any 

public road, highway or street shall be such as shall meet the grade of the existing public roadway at its 

edge and not cause an obstruction to the maintenance or clearing of such public roadway.  

(4) No driveway apron shall extend out into the street further than the facing of the curb, and under no 

circumstances shall such driveway apron extend into any gutter area. All driveway entrances and 

approaches shall be constructed so as not to interfere with the drainage of streets, side ditches or 

roadside areas or with any existing structure on the right-of-way.  



(5) No portion of any curb, parapet or retaining wall, rising above the grade of the driveway, erected by the 

owner of the premises involved, shall extend beyond the culvert spanning the watercourse located in 

such public way.  

§ 365-92 Highway access.  

A. No direct private access shall be permitted to the existing or proposed rights-of-way of expressways, nor 

to any controlled access arterial street, without permission of the highway agency that has access control 

jurisdiction.  

B. No direct public or private access shall be permitted to the existing or proposed rights-of-way of the 

following: 

(1) Freeways, interstate highways and their interchanges or turning lanes, nor to intersecting or 

interchanging streets within 1,500 feet of the most remote end of the taper of the turning lanes.  

(2) At intersections of all other arterial streets within 100 feet of the intersection of the right-of-way lines.  

(3) At intersections of arterial streets with all lesser streets within 50 feet of the intersection of the right-of-

way lines.  

C. Access barriers, such as curbing, fencing, ditching, landscaping or other topographic barriers, shall be 

erected to prevent unauthorized vehicular ingress or egress to the above-specified streets or highways.  

D. Temporary access to the above rights-of-way may be granted by the Plan Commission after review and 

recommendation by the highway agencies having jurisdiction. Such access permits shall be temporary, 

revocable and subject to any conditions required and shall be issued for a period not to exceed 12 

months.  

§ 365-93 Pedestrian access.  

A walkway shall be provided to connect the building entrance to the public sidewalk by the most direct route 

possible. 

Article XVIII  

Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots  

§ 365-94 Existing nonconforming uses.  

The lawful nonconforming use of a structure, land, or water existing at the time of the adoption or 

amendment of this chapter may be continued although the use does not conform to the provisions of this 

chapter; provided, however, that: 

A. Only that portion of the land or water in actual use may be so continued, and the structure may not be 

extended, enlarged, reconstructed, substituted, moved or structurally altered, except when required to do 

so by law or order or so as to comply with the provisions of this chapter.  

B. The total lifetime structural repairs or alterations shall not exceed 50% of the fair market value of the 

structure at the time of its becoming a nonconforming use, unless it is permanently changed to conform 

to the use provisions of this chapter.  

C. Substitution or new equipment may be permitted by the Board of Appeals if such equipment will reduce 



the incompatibility of the nonconforming use with the neighboring uses.  

§ 365-95 Discontinuance or replacement of use; list of nonconforming uses.  

A. If such nonconforming use is discontinued or terminated for a period of 12 months, any future use of the 

structure, land, or water shall conform to the provisions of this chapter. When a nonconforming use or 

structure is damaged by fire, explosion, flood, the public enemy, or other calamity it may be restored to 

the same size and configuration as prior to the damage.  

B. A current file of all nonconforming uses shall be maintained by the Zoning Inspector, listing the 

following: 

(1) Owner's name and address;  

(2) Use of the structure, land or water; and  

(3) Assessed value at the time of its becoming a nonconforming use.  

§ 365-96 Existing nonconforming structures.  

Any lawful nonconforming structure existing at the time of the adoption or amendment of this chapter may 

be continued although its size or location does not conform to the lot width, lot area, yard, height, parking 

and loading, and access provisions of this chapter. Ordinary repair and maintenance within or to a 

nonconforming structure shall be permitted, provided that no dimensional nonconformity of the structure will 

increase as a result of such repair or maintenance. A nonconforming structure occupied by only conforming 

uses may be enlarged or structurally altered, provided that the enlargement or structural alteration conforms 

to the setback requirements and all other applicable regulations of the district in which it is located and does 

not increase the existing dimensional nonconformity of the structure. A nonconforming structure occupied by 

only conforming uses may be relocated if, upon relocation, the structure will be in conformity with all 

regulations of the district into which it has been relocated. A nonconforming structure occupied by a 

nonconforming use shall not be enlarged, relocated or structurally altered. 

§ 365-97 Changes and substitutions.  

Once a nonconforming use or structure has been changed to conform, it shall not revert back to a 

nonconforming use or structure. Once the Board of Appeals has permitted the substitution of a more 

restrictive nonconforming use for an existing nonconforming use, the substituted use shall lose its status as a 

legal nonconforming use and become subject to all the conditions required by the Board of Appeals. 

§ 365-98 Substandard lots.  

In any residential district, a one-family detached dwelling and its accessory structures may be erected on any 

legal lot or parcel of record in the office of the county register of deeds before the effective date or 

amendment of this chapter, provided that the requirements set forth in § 365-99 are met. 

Article XIX  

Conditional Uses  

§ 365-99 Conditional use permit.  

A. Within the village. The Plan Commission, after review and a public hearing, may authorize the Zoning 

Inspector to issue a conditional use permit for conditional uses, provided that such conditional use and 

structures are in accordance with the purpose and intent of this chapter and are found to be not 

hazardous, harmful, offensive, or otherwise adverse to the environment or the value of the neighborhood 



or the community.  

B. Within the extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction. The Joint Committee, after review and a public hearing, 

shall as soon as practical render its recommendation to the Village Board. After receiving the 

recommendation of the Joint Committee thereon, the Village Board shall consider such recommendation 

and vote on the proposed conditional use. Subject to the limitation set forth below, the Village Board 

may accept or reject the recommendation of the Joint Committee by a simple majority of the Village 

Board. In recognition of the Joint Committee's expertise with respect to the Extraterritorial Zoning 

Jurisdiction, as well as the public benefits of joint land use planning afforded by this chapter, the Village 

Board agrees to and shall not grant a conditional use permit in the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction 

unless the proposed conditional use receives a favorable vote of the majority of the six members of the 

Joint Committee. Such decision shall include an accurate description of the use permitted, of the 

property on which permitted, and any and all conditions made applicable thereto. A decision to approve 

the conditional use permit shall affirm that such conditional use and structures are in accordance with 

the purpose and intent of this chapter and are found to be not hazardous, harmful, offensive, or 

otherwise adverse to the environment or the value of the neighborhood or the community.  

§ 365-100 Application for permit.  

Applications for conditional use permits shall be made in duplicate to the Zoning Inspector, on forms 

furnished by the Zoning Inspector, and shall include the following: 

A. Names and addresses of the applicant, owner of the site, architect, professional engineer, contractor, and 

all opposite and abutting property owners of record.  

B. Description of the subject site by lot, block and recorded subdivision, or by metes and bounds; address 

of the subject site; type of structure; proposed operation or use of the structure or site; number of 

employees; and the zoning district within which the subject site lies.  

C. Plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor showing all of the information required under 

§§ 365-37 and 365-38 of this chapter and, in addition, the following: mean and historic high-water lines 

on or within 40 feet of the subject premises and existing and proposed landscaping.  

D. Additional information as may be required by the Plan Commission or Joint Committee, Village 

Engineer, Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector.  

§ 365-101 Review and approval.  

A. Reviewing body and approval authority. The Plan Commission shall be the Reviewing Body and 

Approval Authority for applications within the Village. For applications within the Extraterritorial 

Zoning Jurisdiction the Joint Committee shall be the Reviewing Body and the Village Board shall be the 

Approval Authority, as described in § 365-92. The Reviewing Body shall review the site, existing and 

proposed structures, architectural plans, neighboring uses, parking areas, driveway locations, highway 

access, traffic generation and circulation, drainage, sewerage and water systems, and the proposed 

operation. The Reviewing Body shall hold a public hearing on the proposed conditional use. The 

Reviewing Body will consider substantial evidence of possible negative impacts on surrounding uses 

and property caused by lighting, sound, vibration, heat, glare, odor, stormwater runoff quantity or 

quality, traffic, outdoor storage, hazardous materials, pest control, hours of operation or aesthetic 

appearance, as compared to uses that are permitted by right in that district, and will propose conditions 



to mitigate those negative impacts. The recommendation of the Reviewing Body and the decision of the 

Approval Authority shall include an accurate description of the use permitted, of the property on which 

permitted, and findings that support the decision to approve the permit. If the Approval Authority finds 

that it is not possible to mitigate the negative impacts of the proposed use within the available site, or 

the applicant has indicated that they are not willing to comply with the proposed conditions, the 

Approval Authority will document those findings and deny the conditional use permit.  

B. Highway agencies. Any development within 500 feet of the existing or proposed rights-of-way of 

freeways, expressways, and interstate and controlled access trafficways and within 1,500 feet of their 

existing or proposed interchange or turning lane rights-of-way shall be specifically reviewed by the 

highway agency that has jurisdiction over the trafficway. The Plan Commission or Village Board shall 

request such review and await the highway agency's recommendations for a period not to exceed 60 

days before taking final action.  

C. Conditions. Conditions such as landscaping, lighting, screening, fencing, architectural design, type of 

construction, construction commencement and completion dates, sureties, operational control, hours of 

operation, improved traffic circulation, deed restrictions, highway access restrictions, increased yards, or 

parking requirements may be required by the Plan Commission or Joint Committee upon its finding that 

these are necessary to fulfill the purpose and intent of this chapter.  

D. Compliance. Compliance with all other provisions of this chapter, such as lot width and area, yards, 

height, parking, loading, traffic, highway access and performance standards, shall be required of all 

conditional uses. Variances shall only be granted as provided in Article XXV.  

E. Mapping and recording. When a conditional grant is approved, indication of such grant shall be made on 

the appropriate Zoning Map by code number or symbol.  

F. No conditional use permit shall be granted in the A-P district unless the Plan Commission (or Joint 

Committee if within the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction) finds that the use authorized thereby meets 

the following additional criteria: 

(1) The use and its location in the farmland preservation zoning district are consistent with the purposes of 

the A-P zoning district.  

(2) The use and its location in the A-P district are reasonable and appropriate, considering alternative 

locations, or are specifically approved under state or federal law. For nonmetallic mineral extraction 

operations, alternative locations outside of the A-P district must be considered.  

(3) The use is reasonably designed to minimize the conversion of land, at and around the site of the use, 

from agricultural use or open space use.  

(4) The use does not substantially impair or limit the current or future agricultural use of surrounding 

parcels of land that are zoned for or legally restricted to agricultural use.  

(5) Construction damage to land remaining in agricultural use is minimized and repaired, to the extent 

feasible.  



§ 365-102 Criteria for certain conditional uses.  

A. Development near freeways. Any development within 500 feet of the existing or proposed rights-of-way 

of freeways, expressways, interstates, and controlled-access trafficways and within 1,500 feet of their 

existing or proposed interchange or turning lane rights-of-way shall require a conditional use permit, 

which may be granted where the development will not impede future highway and access needs and will 

not present an unreasonably unfavorable appearance as viewed from that transportation facility. In no 

case will the Plan Commission approve buildings closer than 100 feet to these rights-of-way.  

B. Junkyards. Where permitted under the Matrix of Uses, Attachment 365b, any use including the 

wrecking, junking, demolition and scrapping of materials shall be surrounded by a solid fence or 

evergreen planting screen completely preventing a view from any other property or public rights-of-

way.  

C. Nonmetallic mineral extraction. Where permitted under the Matrix of Uses, Attachment 365b, each Non 

Metallic Mineral Extraction use shall meet the following criteria: 

(1) Shall be surrounded by a solid fence or evergreen planting screen completely preventing a view from 

any residentially zoned property or public rights-of-way.  

(2) If within the extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction, shall be limited such that only one non-metallic mineral 

extraction operation of more than 24 months or more than 15 acres is allowed to operate in the Town of 

Prairie du Sac at any one time. This limit does not include sand extracted on a farm if put to agricultural 

use on the farm or on some other farm.  

(3) The extraction site and any associated buildings minimize use of Group I through II soils.  

(4) All buildings, structures, and activity areas shall be located a minimum of 300 feet from all lot lines.  

(5) Rock quarry operations shall be set back at least 1,320 feet from residences on parcels not in the same 

ownership.  

(6) Shall receive reclamation plan approval from the county prior to the effective date of conditional use 

permit approval, and shall comply with all county, state and federal regulations including but not limited 

to the following: 

(a) Subchapter 1 of Chapter 295, Wisconsin Statutes, and administrative rules promulgated under that 

subchapter.  

(b) All Sauk County nonmetallic mining reclamation requirements.  

(c) Restoration when extraction is completed, to any applicable requirements of the Wisconsin Department 

of Transportation, and to an agricultural use if in the A-P zoning district per Section 91.46(6)(f), 

Wisconsin Statutes.  

(7) Prior to commencement or expansion of operations, a surety bond, in an amount equivalent to 110% of 

the costs determined to be associated with said restoration (as determined by a third party selected by 

the Village), or other security approved by the Village Attorney, shall be filed with the Village by the 



applicant (subject to approval by the Zoning Administrator), and shall be held by the Village for the 

purpose of ensuring that the site is restored to its proposed condition.  

D. Outdoor storage. Where permitted under the Matrix of Uses, outdoor storage land uses are a commercial 

use primarily oriented to the receiving, holding, shipping and storing of materials for a single business 

or a single group of businesses. Examples of this land use include contractors' storage yards, equipment 

yards, including yards for storage of construction equipment being rented or leased to construction 

contractors and primarily delivered to lessees off-site, lumber yards, coal yards, landscaping materials 

yard, construction materials yards, shipping materials yards, and storage of rental equipment. Such land 

uses do not include the storage of inoperative vehicles or equipment, or other materials typically 

associated with a junkyard or salvage yard. Outdoor storage uses shall meet the following criteria: 

(1) All outdoor storage areas shall be completely enclosed by any permitted combination of buildings, 

structures, walls, fencing and landscaping. Such walls, fencing and landscaping shall be a minimum of 

eight feet in height and 100% opaque in all seasons.  

(2) Where outdoor storage abuts residentially zoned or public park property, or the Wisconsin River, any 

walls or fences shall be at least 50% obscured by landscaping plantings.  

(3) All outdoor storage areas shall be located no closer to a residentially zoned property than the required 

minimum setback for buildings on the subject property.  

(4) The storage of items shall not be permitted in permanently protected green space areas.  

(5) The storage of items shall not be permitted in required street yards.  

(6) In no event shall the storage of items reduce or inhibit the use or number of parking stalls provided on 

the property below the requirement established by the provisions of this chapter. If the number of 

provided parking stalls on the property is already less than the requirement, such storage area shall not 

further reduce the number of parking stalls already present.  

(7) Inoperative vehicles or equipment, or other items typically stored in a junkyard or salvage yard, shall 

not be stored under the provisions of this land use.  

Article XX  

Temporary Uses  

§ 365-103 Purpose.  

A. The purpose of this article is to provide regulations that govern the procedure and requirements for the 

review and approval, or denial, of proposed temporary uses, as described in this chapter.  

B. Temporary uses are those uses that have the potential to create undesirable impacts on the Village and 

nearby properties if allowed on a permanent basis under the general requirements of this chapter, but 

which may be reasonably permitted for a limited period of time on a case-by-case basis.  

§ 365-104 Regulations applicable to all temporary uses.  

A. Temporary uses may be approved for a maximum of 12 months.  



B. The applicant and Zoning Administrator shall consider potential negative impacts to neighboring 

properties and uses resulting from the temporary use, and the applicant shall demonstrate to the 

satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator the ability and commitment to meet any proposed conditions of 

approval intended to mitigate such negative impacts.  

C. Temporary uses are listed in the Matrix of Uses within this chapter. The Zoning Administrator may 

consult with Plan Commission to consider proposed uses of a temporary nature not included on that list. 

Unlisted temporary uses may be permitted by the Plan Commission, provided that the Commission 

determines that such uses are similar in character to one or more uses that are listed as temporary in the 

district. Each such determination is subject to any federal, state, or other regulation that affects whether 

an unlisted use may be allowed, including but not limited to Chapter 91, Wis. Stats. And ATCP 49, Wis. 

Admin. Code.  

D. No public hearing is required to review a temporary use.  

§ 365-105 Application for permit.  

All applications for proposed temporary uses shall be comprised of all of the following: 

A. A written description of the proposed temporary use describing the type and duration of proposed 

activities and any structures, materials or equipment that will be associated with the temporary use.  

B. A site plan of the subject property indicating existing structures, parking and drive areas, and the 

location(s) of the proposed use and any structures, materials or equipment associated with the proposed 

use. Said site plan shall by drawn to a consistent scale and include sufficient detail to enable appropriate 

review by the Zoning Administrator.  

C. Additional information as may be required by the Plan Commission, Village Engineer, Zoning 

Administrator and Building Inspector.  

D. Any required fee as set by Village Board.  

§ 365-106 Action by the Zoning Administrator or Plan Commission.  

Action on a temporary use permit application shall be taken by the Zoning Administrator within five days of 

a complete application, as verified by the Zoning Administrator. Such action may include approval, 

conditional approval to meet the requirements of this chapter, denial if compliance with this chapter cannot 

be achieved, or referral to the next Plan Commission meeting if the Zoning Administrator elects to request a 

recommendation from Plan Commission before approving or denying the permit. 

Article XXI  

Modifications and Exceptions  

§ 365-107 Lot width and area.  

Requirements as to lot width and area for the construction of a one-family dwelling shall not apply to any lot 

having less than the required area or width at the time of adoption of this chapter or any amendment thereof 

increasing the area or width required for such lot, provided that the area and the width of such lot shall be no 

less than 75% of the required minimum set forth in the Schedule of Regulations and the structure meets 

setback requirements. 



§ 365-108 Height.  

A. Height limitations of this chapter shall not apply to chimneys, church spires, belfries, standpipes, water 

towers, flagpoles, monuments, transmission towers or cables, or radio or television antennas or towers.  

B. Penthouses, stage towers, scenery lifts, elevators, bulkheads, clock towers, cupolas, water tanks and 

similar structures and mechanical appurtenances may be erected on a building to a height greater than 

the limit for the district in which the building is located, provided that no such exception shall cover, at 

any level, more than 25% of the area of the roof on which it is located, and provided further that no such 

exception shall be used for sleeping or housekeeping purposes or for any commercial purpose other than 

such as may be incidental to the permitted use of the main building.  

C. A parapet wall or cornice, solely for ornamental purposes, may exceed the height limit established for 

the district but shall not exceed five feet.  

§ 365-109 Building setbacks.  

In residential districts, except for corner lots, required setbacks shall be modified in the following cases: 

where 50% or more of the frontage on a block is occupied by residences having setbacks less than that 

required by this chapter, the setback on each remaining lot shall be determined in accordance with the 

following rule: the front building line of a proposed structure shall be no nearer the front lot line than a line 

joining adjacent front corners of the nearest principal structures which are in the same block frontage on 

either side of the proposed structure. If, on a block frontage, no principal structure exists to one side of a 

proposed structure, a structure may be assumed to exist on the corner lot which conforms to the minimum 

setback and side yard width requirements of this chapter. 

§ 365-110 Extensions of structures into required yards.  

A. The following extensions shall be permitted into required yards: 

(1) Canopies and marquees in business districts: six feet (not permitted in interior side yards).  

(2) Cornices and similar extensions: one foot.  

(3) Open, fireproof fire escapes: three feet.  

(4) Eaves: two feet.  

B. The following restrictions shall apply to the permitted extensions: 

(1) Cornices, canopies, marquees and similar extensions shall be at least 10 feet above ground level.  

(2) Canopies shall, in no case, extend nearer than three feet back of the face of a curb.  

§ 365-111 Canopies.  

In the B-C Business District, canopies attached to business structures at the front property line shall be 

permitted to extend over the sidewalk, subject to the restrictions of § 365-110. A zoning permit shall be 

required for any canopy projecting into the right-of-way of any street. Permits for such structures shall be 

revocable as provided in § 86.04, Wis. Stats. 

§ 365-112 Corner side yards.  

The required side yard on the street side of corner lots shall be at least 50% greater than the minimum 



specified for the district. 

§ 365-113 Required buffer strips in industrial districts.  

Where an industrial district abuts a residential district, there shall be provided along any rear, side or front 

line coincidental with any industrial-residential boundary a buffer strip not less than 40 feet in width, as 

measured at right angles to the lot line. Plant materials at least six feet in height, of such variety and growth 

habits as to provide a year-round effective visual screen when viewed from the residential district, shall be 

planted within the exterior 25 feet abutting the residential district. If the required planting screen is set back 

from the industrial-residential boundary, the portion of the buffer strip facing the residential district shall be 

attractively maintained. The exterior 25 feet of the buffer strip shall not be devoted to the parking of vehicles 

or storage of any material or accessory uses. The interior 15 feet may be devoted to parking of vehicles. 

Article XXII  

Changes and Amendments Within the Village  

§ 365-114 Authority.  

Whenever the public necessity, convenience, general welfare or good zoning practice requires, the Village 

may, by ordinance, change the district boundaries or amend, change, or supplement the regulations 

established by this chapter or amendments thereto. Such change or amendment shall be subject to the review 

and recommendation of the Plan Commission. 

§ 365-115 Initiation.  

A change or amendment may be initiated by the Village Board, Plan Commission, Zoning Administrator or 

by a petition of one or more of the owners or lessees of property within the area proposed to be changed. 

§ 365-116 Petitions.  

Petitions for any change to the district boundaries or amendments to the regulations shall be filed with the 

Village Administrator, describe the premises to be rezoned or the regulations to be amended, list the reasons 

justifying the petition, specify the proposed use, and have attached the following: 

A. Plot plan drawn to a scale of one inch equals 100 feet, showing the area proposed to be rezoned, its 

location, its dimensions, the location and classification of adjacent zoning districts, and the location and 

existing use of all properties within 200 feet of the area proposed to be rezoned.  

B. Names and addresses of all properties lying within 200 feet of the area proposed to be rezoned.  

C. Additional information required by the Plan Commission or Village Board.  

§ 365-117 Recommendations.  

The Plan Commission shall review all proposed changes and amendments within the corporate limits and 

shall recommend that the petition be granted as requested, modified, or denied. The recommendation shall be 

made at a meeting subsequent to the meeting at which the petition is first submitted and shall be made in 

writing to the Village Board. The Plan Commission shall review all proposed changes and amendments 

within the zoning jurisdiction and shall vote on the matters within its jurisdiction. 

§ 365-118 Public hearing.  

The Village Board shall hold a public hearing upon each recommendation, giving at least 10 days' prior 

notice, or by publication at least two time during the preceding 30 days, listing the time, place and changes or 

amendments proposed. The Village Board shall also give at least 10 days' prior written notice to the clerk of 

any municipality within 1,000 feet of any land to be affected by the proposed change or amendment. 



§ 365-119 Action by Village Board.  

Following such hearing, and after careful consideration of the Plan Commission's recommendations, the 

Village Board shall vote on the passage of the proposed change or amendment. The Plan Commission's 

recommendations may only be overruled by 3/4 of the full Village Board membership. 

§ 365-120 Protest.  

In the event of a protest against such district change or amendment to the regulations of this chapter, duly 

signed and acknowledged by the owners of 20% or more of the land included in such proposed change, or by 

the owners of 20% or more of the land immediately adjacent extending 100 feet therefrom, or by the owners 

of 20% of the land directly opposite thereto extending 100 feet from the street frontage of such opposite land, 

such change or amendment shall not become effective except by the favorable vote of 3/4 of the full Village 

Board membership. 

Article XXIII  

Changes and Amendments in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction  

§ 365-121 Authority.  

Whenever the public necessity, convenience, general welfare or good zoning practice requires, the Village 

Board may, by ordinance, after recommendation thereon by the Joint Committee and subject to the procedure 

provided in this section, amend, supplement or change the regulations, district boundaries or classifications 

of property in the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction as identified in this chapter. 

§ 365-122 Procedure for change.  

A. Application. An amendment, supplement, reclassification or change may be initiated by the Joint 

Committee on its own motion or by a verified application of one or more of the owners or lessees of 

property within the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction. Application for any change of district 

boundaries or classifications of property as shown on the Zoning Map, and for regulation amendments, 

shall be submitted to the Joint Committee upon such forms and accompanied by such data and 

information as may be prescribed for that purpose by the Joint Committee so as to assure the fullest, 

most practicable presentation of facts for the permanent records. Such data shall include a plat map 

drawn to scale of not smaller than 100 feet per inch showing the land in question, its location, the length 

and location of each boundary thereof, the location and existing use of all buildings and the principal 

use of all properties within 100 feet of such land. Each such application shall be verified by at least one 

of the owners or lessees of property within the area proposed to be reclassified, attesting to the truth and 

correctness of all facts and information presented with the application. Applications for amendments or 

district changes initiated by the Joint Committee itself shall be accompanied by its own motion 

pertaining to such proposed amendment.  

B. List of property owners. Any person desiring a change in the zoning classification of property shall file 

with the application for such a change a statement giving the names and addresses of the owners of all 

properties lying within 300 feet of any part of the exterior boundaries of the premises and the zoning 

classification which is proposed to be changed.  

C. Hearing; public notice. Before submitting the recommendations on a proposed amendment to the 

Village Board, the Joint Committee shall hold at least one public hearing thereon, notice of which shall 

be given by publication once in a newspaper of general circulation in the extraterritorial zoning 

jurisdiction area at least 15 days before the date of such hearing. The notice shall state the place and 

time at which the proposed amendment to this ETZ Ordinance, including text and maps, may be 



examined.  

D. Certification of recommendation. Following such hearing, the Joint Committee may recommend that the 

application be granted as requested, or may recommend a modification of the zoning amendment 

requested in the application, or it may recommend that the application not be granted. These 

recommendations shall be determined as provided for above and shall then be certified to the Village 

Board.  

E. Village Board hearing. After receiving from the Joint Committee the certification of such 

recommendations on the proposed amendment and before adoption of such amendment, the Village 

Board shall hold a public hearing thereon, upon publication of a Class 2 notice under Ch. 985, Wis. 

Stats., of the time and place of such hearing.  

F. Final action by Village Board. Following such hearing, after receiving the recommendations of the Joint 

Committee thereon, the Village Board shall consider such recommendations and vote on the passage of 

the proposed amendment to the text of this chapter and/or on the Official Extraterritorial Jurisdiction 

Zoning Map. Subject to the limitation set forth below, the Village Board may adopt or reject the 

recommendation of the Joint Committee by a simple majority of the Village Board. In recognition of the 

Joint Committee's expertise with respect to the Village's Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction area, as well 

as the public benefits of joint land use planning afforded by this chapter, the Village Board agrees to and 

shall not adopt an amendment to the plan and regulations in the ETZ area unless the proposed 

amendment thereto receives a favorable vote of the majority of the six members of the Joint Committee. 

In the event of a protest against such district change or regulation amendment, signed and acknowledged 

by the owners of 20% or more of the areas of land included in such proposed change, or by the owners 

of 20% or more of the area of land immediately adjacent, extending 100 feet therefrom, or by the 

owners of 20% or more of the land directly opposite thereto, extending 100 feet from the street frontage 

of such opposite land, such amendments shall not become effective except by the favorable vote of 3/4 

quarters of the members of the Village Board. Such protests, to be effective under this section, shall be 

filed with the Village Administrator or Joint Committee prior to the conclusion of the public hearing 

before the Village Board.  

G. Fees. Each application for a zoning amendment, except those initiated by the Joint Committee, shall be 

accompanied by a check payable to the Village of Sauk City or a cash payment sufficient to cover the 

costs of publishing, posting and/or mailing notices of hearing, as well as such fees established by 

resolution of the Village Board.  

§ 365-123 Review criteria for proposed rezonings in the Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction.  

Whenever the public necessity, convenience, general welfare or good zoning practice requires, the Village 

Board may, by ordinance, after recommendation thereon by the Joint Committee and subject to the procedure 

provided in this section, amend, supplement or change the regulations, district boundaries or classifications 

of property now or hereafter established by this ETZ Ordinance or amendments thereto. The Joint Committee 

in considering requests for changes in district boundaries and the Village Board in its determinations may 

consider the following factors: 

A. The development will favorably or adversely affect the provision of municipal services, including 

sewer, water, electric, transportation (roads), emergency services (fire and ambulance), and schools.  



B. Development in the manner proposed will have a favorable or unfavorable impact in the environment.  

C. The development will favorably or adversely affect other persons or property.  

D. The development is in furtherance of or contradictory to objections and policies established in the 

extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction.  

E. The development will aid or not interfere with the ability of the Village and the Town of Prairie du Sac 

to achieve the objectives set forth as goals for the extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction.  

F. The development shall be consistent with the Village's Comprehensive Plan and its revisions.  

§ 365-124 Review criteria for proposed rezonings away from A-P district.  

No land in the A-P zoning district shall be rezoned to any other district, unless following a public hearing the 

Village Board finds that all of the following criteria have been met: 

A. The land is better suited for a use not allowed in the A-P district.  

B. The rezoning is consistent with the Sauk County Farmland Preservation Plan and the Comprehensive 

Plan.  

C. The rezoning will not substantially impair or limit current or future agricultural use of surrounding 

parcels of land that are zoned for or legally restricted to agricultural use.  

D. If the rezoning is intended to enable a dwelling unit without first amending the Farmland Preservation 

Plan and the Comprehensive Plan, the Village Board shall find that the following additional criteria are 

met: 

(1) The dwelling unit must be on a separate lot meeting the minimum lot size of the approved zoning 

district and a maximum lot size of not greater than five acres.  

(2) The farm from which such lot is divided shall be not fewer than 35 acres.  

(3) Total number of dwelling units on any farm as it was configured on August 18, 2011 shall not exceed an 

overall density of one dwelling unit per 35 acres, with no rounding permitted. For example, a 160 acre 

farm as of that date shall be allowed to accumulate no greater than four total dwelling units (160/35 = 

4.57 = 4).  

§ 365-125 Text amendments affecting farmland preservation provisions.  

If the Zoning Administrator determines that a zoning ordinance text amendment does any of the things listed 

in ATCP 49.27(2), Wis. Admin. Code, he or she shall submit the text amendment to the Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection for its certification. Such text amendment shall not take effect 

until certification is obtained. 

§ 365-126 Reporting on rezonings out of the A-P district.  

Per Section 91.48(2), Wisconsin Statutes, the Zoning Administrator shall, by March 1 of each year, provide 

to the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection and the Director of the Sauk County 

Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department, a report of the number of acres that the Village has rezoned 

out of the A-P district the previous year and a map that clearly shows the location of those areas. 



Article XXIV  

Village Plan Commission  

§ 365-127 Administration of this chapter.  

The Village Plan Commission, together with its other statutory duties, shall; with reference to this chapter: 

A. Review and grant final site plan approval as provided in this chapter within the Village limits.  

B. Conduct public hearings for conditional use permit applications, and within a PUD District or TND 

district, for general development plan applications, within the Village limits.  

C. Within a reasonable time following conduct of a public hearing, grant or deny a conditional use permit 

within the Village limits.  

D. Review and make recommendations to the Village Board regarding approval of any general 

development plan or specify implementation plan. In instances where a specific implementation plan 

requires only Plan Commission approval, the Plan Commission shall apply any conditions it deems 

lawful and necessary to ensure compliance with the objectives of this chapter. (See Article X and Article 

XI of this chapter.)  

E. Review and advise the Village Board on all applications for text amendments to the zoning regulations, 

and to all amendments to the Official Zoning Map affecting territory within the Village municipal 

boundary.  

Article XXV  

Village Zoning Board of Appeals  

§ 365-128 Establishment.  

There is established a Board of Appeals for the purpose of hearing appeals and applications and granting 

variances and exceptions to the provisions of this chapter in harmony with the purpose and intent of this 

chapter. 

§ 365-129 Membership.  

A. The Board of Appeals shall consist of five members appointed by the Village President and confirmed 

by the Village Board.  

B. Terms shall be for staggered three-year periods.  

C. The Chairman shall be designated by the Village President.  

D. An alternate member may be appointed by the Village President for a term of three years. Such alternate 

member shall act only when a regular member is absent or refuses to vote because of interest.  

E. One member shall be a registered architect, registered professional engineer, builder, or real estate 

appraiser.  

F. The Secretary shall be the Village Administrator.  

G. The Zoning Inspector shall attend all meetings for the purpose of providing technical assistance when 



requested by the Board.  

H. Official oaths shall be taken by all members in accordance with § 19.01, Wis. Stats., within five days of 

receiving notice of their appointment.  

I. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as appointments for a full term.  

§ 365-130 Rules of procedure; meetings.  

A. The Board of Appeals shall organize and adopt rules of procedure for its own government in accordance 

with the provisions of this chapter.  

B. Meetings shall be held at the call of the Chairman and shall be open to the public.  

C. Minutes of the proceedings and a record of all actions shall be kept by the Secretary, showing the vote 

of each member upon each question, the reasons for the Board's determination, and its finding of facts. 

These records shall be immediately filed in the office of the Board and shall be a public record.  

D. The concurring vote of four members of the Board shall be necessary to correct an error, grant a 

variance, make an interpretation or permit an unclassified or substitute use.  

§ 365-131 Powers.  

A. The Board of Appeals shall have the following powers: 

(1) Errors. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision 

or determination made by the Zoning Inspector.  

(2) Variances. To hear and grant appeals for variances that will not be contrary to the public interest where, 

owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement will result in practical difficulty or unnecessary 

hardship, so that the spirit and purpose of this chapter shall be observed and the public safety, welfare 

and justice be secured. Use variances shall not be granted.  

(3) Interpretations. To hear and decide applications for interpretations of the zoning regulations and the 

boundaries of the zoning districts after the Plan Commission has made a review and recommendation.  

(4) Substitutions. To hear and grant applications for substitution of more restrictive nonconforming uses for 

existing nonconforming uses, provided that no structural alterations are to be made and the Plan 

Commission has made a review and recommendation. Whenever the Board permits such a substitution, 

the use may not thereafter be changed without application.  

(5) Unclassified uses. To hear and grant applications for unclassified and unspecified uses, provided that 

such uses are similar in character to the principal uses permitted in the district and the Plan Commission 

has made a review and recommendation.  

(6) Temporary uses. To hear and grant applications for temporary uses in any district, provided that such 

uses are of a temporary nature, do not involve the erection of a substantial structure, and are compatible 

with the neighboring uses and that the Plan Commission has made a review and recommendation. The 

permit shall be temporary, revocable, and subject to any conditions required by the Board of Appeals 

and shall be issued for a period not to exceed 12 months. Compliance with all other provisions of this 



chapter shall be required.  

B. Permits. The Board may reverse, affirm, wholly or partly, or modify the requirements appealed from 

and may issue or direct the issue of a permit.  

C. Assistance. The Board may request assistance from other officers, departments, commissions and 

boards.  

D. Oaths. The Chairman may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.  

§ 365-132 Appeals and applications.  

Appeals from the decision of the Zoning Inspector concerning the literal enforcement of this chapter may be 

made by any person aggrieved or by any officer, department, board or bureau. Such appeals shall be filed 

with the Secretary within 30 days after the date of written notice of the decision or order of the Zoning 

Inspector. Applications may be made by the owner or lessee of the structure, land or water to be affected at 

any time and shall be filed with the Secretary. Such appeals and application shall include the following: 

A. Names and addresses of the appellant or applicant and all abutting and opposite property owners of 

record.  

B. Plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor showing all of the information required under 

§ 365-37 and § 365-38.  

C. Additional information required by the Plan Commission, Village Engineer, Board of Appeals, or 

Zoning Inspector.  

§ 365-133 Public hearing.  

The Board of Appeals shall fix a reasonable time and place for the hearing, giving public notice thereof at 

least 10 days prior to the hearing, and shall give due notice to the parties in interest, the Zoning Inspector, 

and the Plan Commission. At the hearing, the appellant or applicant may appear in person, by agent, or by 

attorney. 

§ 365-134 Conditions required for variances.  

No variance to the provisions of this chapter shall be granted by the Board unless it finds beyond a 

reasonable doubt that all the following facts and conditions exist and so indicates in the minutes of its 

proceedings: 

A. Exceptional circumstances. There must be exceptional, extraordinary, or unusual circumstances or 

conditions applying to the lot or parcel, structure, use, or intended use that do not apply generally to 

other properties or uses in the same district, and the granting of the variance would not be of so general 

or recurrent nature as to suggest that this chapter should be changed.  

B. Preservation of property rights. Such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of 

substantial property rights possessed by other properties in the same district and the same vicinity.  

C. Absence of detriment. The variance will not create substantial detriment to adjacent property and will 

not materially impair or be contrary to the purpose and spirit of this chapter or the public interest.  



§ 365-135 Decision.  

A. The Board of Appeals shall decide all appeals and applications within 30 days after the final hearing and 

shall transmit a signed copy of the Board's decision to the appellant or applicant, Zoning Inspector, and 

Plan Commission.  

B. Conditions may be placed upon any zoning permit ordered or authorized by this Board.  

C. Variances, substitutions, or use permits ordered by the Board shall expire within six months unless 

substantial work has commenced pursuant to such grant.  

§ 365-136 Review by court of record.  

Any person or persons aggrieved by any decision of the Board of Appeals may present to the court of record 

a petition, duly verified, setting forth that such decision is illegal and specifying the grounds of the illegality. 

Such petition shall be presented to the court within 30 days after the filing of the decision in the office of the 

Board of Appeals. 

§ 365-137 Fees and costs.  

A fee of as set by the Village Board will be charged for each application submitted herewith, which includes 

publication costs. The applicant will also be required to pay the costs of any consultant reports which may be 

required by the Board. 

Article XXVI  

Joint Extraterritorial Committee  

§ 365-138 Creation.  

The Joint Extraterritorial Committee ("Joint Committee") shall be created as provided by § 62.23(7a), Wis. 

Stats. 

§ 365-139 Powers and duties.  

The Joint Committee shall possess the powers and duties prescribed in § 62.23(7a), Wis. Stats., and such 

other powers and duties as shall be vested in it from time to time by the Village Board. 

§ 365-140 Rules and reports.  

The Joint Committee may adopt rules governing its own proceedings. The Joint Committee shall make a full 

report in writing to the Village Board and the Town Board of its transactions and expenditures, if any, for the 

preceding year, with such general recommendations as to matters covered by its prescribed duties and 

authority as may to it seem proper. This annual report shall be filed with the Village and the Town no later 

than March 1 of each year. 

§ 365-141 Meetings.  

The Joint Committee shall elect a Chairperson and Secretary and shall keep a written report of its 

proceedings, to include all actions taken, a copy of which shall be filed with the Village Administrator and 

Town Clerk. Four members shall constitute a quorum, but all actions shall require the affirmative approval of 

a majority of the members, except for decisions on perfunctory matters which shall require a majority vote of 

those present and voting. (That is, of the six members, four members are the majority. It will take four votes 

for approval by the majority. If only four members are present, all four must agree for approval to be 

effective.) 

§ 365-142 Staff.  

The Joint Committee shall utilize the services of existing Village and Town officials and employees. 



§ 365-143 Joint Committee to act.  

The Joint Committee shall act upon all such applications on which it is authorized to act by the provisions of 

this chapter within the next two meetings but not more than 90 days from when the application is filed in full 

compliance with all the applicable requirements. The Joint Committee shall either recommend issuance of a 

zoning permit within such time period or notify the applicant in writing of its refusal of such permit and the 

reasons therefor. Failure to notify the applicant within such time period shall result in a refusal of a zoning 

permit unless the applicant consents to an extension of time. 

Article XXVII  

Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals  

§ 365-144 Establishment.  

A Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals shall act as the board of zoning appeals in the administration of 

Extraterritorial Zoning. Said Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals shall consist of five members, three of 

whom shall be appointed by the Village President and shall be Village residents, and two of whom shall be 

appointed by the Town of Prairie du Sac Chairperson and shall be residents of the Town of Prairie du Sac. 

Initially, terms shall be one, two and three years, respectively, for Village members and one and two years, 

respectively, for Town members. Thereafter, the terms shall be three years, expiring on the third Tuesday of 

April in the third year of the term. No more than one member of the Joint Extraterritorial Committee shall 

serve as one of the five members. 

§ 365-145 Procedure, quorum, and voting.  

The provisions of the Village Municipal Code and § 62.23(7)(e), Wis. Stats., shall control the procedure and 

voting, and such sections are adopted by reference herein as though set forth in full. 

§ 365-146 Applications, appeals, hearings and stay of proceedings.  

Insofar as applicable, the provisions regarding the Board of Appeals set forth in Article XXV of this chapter 

shall apply to the administration of Extraterritorial Zoning. 

§ 365-147 Powers of the Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals.  

The Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals shall review appeals of decisions made by the Joint Committee. 

The Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals does not conduct a de novo review of the matter being 

appealed but rather completes a review of the record established by the Joint Committee to determine 

whether the Joint Committee's actions were consistent with the procedures and discretion granted to the Joint 

Committee under this chapter. If the Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals determines that the Joint 

Committee's actions were not consistent with the procedures and discretion granted to the Joint Committee 

under this ETZ Ordinance, then the Board of Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals shall remand the matter to the 

Joint Committee with instructions. The Joint Committee will then correct the error identified by the Board of 

Extraterritorial Zoning Appeals and issue a final decision. 

Article XXVIII  

Enforcement  

§ 365-148 Zoning Inspector; records.  

The provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by the Building Inspector, who shall be known as the 

"Zoning Inspector" for the purposes of this chapter. He shall keep a record of all applications for zoning 

permits and a record of all such permits issued, with a notation of any conditions that may have been 

imposed by the Board of Appeals under the provisions of Article XXV of this chapter. He shall file and 

safely keep copies of all plans submitted. He shall also keep a record of every identifiable complaint of a 

violation of any of the provisions of this chapter and of the action taken consequent to each such complaint. 



All such records and plans shall form a part of the records of his office and shall be available for the use of 

the Village Board and of other official agencies and officials of the Village. 

Attachments: 

Attachment 1 - Schedule of Regulations  

Attachment 2 - Matrix of Uses  

Attachment 3 - Extraterritorial Zoning Map  

Attachment 4 - Zoning Map  

 

http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-365a%20Schedule%20of%20Regulations.pdf
http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-365b%20Matrix%20of%20Uses.pdf
http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-365c%20Zoning%20Map.pdf
http://ecode360.com/attachment/SA2167/SA2167-365d%20Zoning%20Map.pdf

